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INTRODUCTORY. 


We know that Urswick Church was standing in the 
year 1127 A.D. when Furness Abbey was founded. It 
was given to the monks when they were at Tulket 
before they came to Furness. Tradition says that it 
was then over 200 years old. In all probability it and 
Dalton Church, which has been rebuilt, were the only 
places of worship in the neighbourhood, It is quite 
possible that there was no other Church nearer than 
Kirkby. We have to remember that Christianity had to 
be reintroduced several times into England. The 
Britons were taught Christianity, but when the Anglo- 
Saxons came, the country reverted to paganism. After 
these had been Christianised, the Danes and Northmen 
settled in many parts bringing with them their pagan 
creed. To this particular district the Northmen came 
in considerable numbers, and there is very little trace 
of Christianity before the Norman Conquest in 1066. 
It is easy to understand then that Churches were 
few and far between. 

Our own parish would in earlier times bear a very 
slight resemblance to its present appearance. The 
roads would be little more than tracks or bridle-paths. 
These would wind about to link any isolated farm or 
holding, but would most of them converge on the parish 
Church which was the centre of corporate life. The 
paths or tracks would be without bounding walls or 
hedges, and there would be few fenced fields, and very 
likely the greater part of the parish was forest and 
moorland. There was originally no wall round the 
Churchyard. People of wealth or importance were 
buried under the floor of the Church. Those who could 
not afford the privilege would find their graves as near 
to the Church as possible, and at the present time the 
ground under the eaves of the Church is crowded with 
bones, where interment after interment has taken place. 
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Certainly as recently as 150 years ago people were 
buried within the Church. The fee for such an inter- 
ment was 10/-, unless the Chancel was desired and then 
a greater fee was asked, a matter of arrangement 
between the family and the Vicar. A funeral sermon, 
preached on a Sunday following a funeral, cost 1o0/-, 
unless the relatives chose the text, in which case a 
guinea was charged. One can imagine that a guinea 
might not be an exorbitant sum for the exposition of an 
awkward text. In quite early times there would be 
little furniture in the Church, certainly no pulpit or 
pews. The Altar would stand at the East end, and the 
Font at the West. People would stand or kneel on 
loose stone slabs or even hard-beaten earth, for where 
frequent interments took place the floor would be as 
little permanent as possible. On this floor at some 
period would be strewn rushes, whether before pews 
were erected or not cannot be said. The time of pews 
was after the Reformation 1533 A.D., when sermons 
came into fashion, discourses that often lasted an hour 
or more, and people found standing or kneeling 
impossible. 

It has been said that the Church was the centre of 
corporate life. In its vestry all the public work 
connected with the parish was conducted. The office 
of Churchwarden in earlier times was far more onerous 
than at present. In addition to having the charge of 
the Church the Wardens had on their hands the care of 
the poor of the parish and the roadways. In course 
of time they were assisted by elected overseers, con- 
stables, waywardens, and sidesmen. They laid a rate 
and out of this they paid the Church expenses, the 
poor relief, and the maintenance of the roads, their 
expenditure being checked by two magistrates in the 
vicinity. 

We may imagine that different parishes had different 
ways of dealing with the poor. In Urswick there was a 
poor house at Adgarley, where probably the very infirm 
were taken or those who were temporally incapacitated 
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for work. Most of the poor were dealt with by a system 
of out-relief, people getting a whole, or a half ora 
quarter allowance, as seemed needful, or a sum down in 
cases of sickness. Very poor people with large families 
had their children taken by the parish as apprentices. 
Girls and boys as young as seven were put into service 
with the resident yeomen and farmers. Their earlier 
years of unremunerative keep was made up for by their 
later years of service. Should any refuse the charge he 
paid a fine of £10, which presumedly went towards the 
upkeep of the poor house or the general out relief. In 
some cases poor folk had their house rent paid. The 
overseers were very careful to keep down expenses as 
low as possible. Rules were made forbidding two 
families to live in one house, and in most cases lodgers 
were not permitted. Sometimes very poor cottages 
were pulled down to prevent paupers coming to live in 
them. One such cottage was destroyed in Turncar, the 
glebe field in Much Urswick. 

The parson got his living in various ways. In 
Urswick he was generally the schoolmaster and took 
the small endowment and the children’s pence. In 
addition to this he had what he could make by farming 
his glebeland, he had his fees, he had a sum called cera 
panis—twopence from each house in the parish every 
three years, he had mortuary dues, and finally he had 
the tithe which in most cases he collected in kind. 

Since all Church expenses were paid out of the rates, 
even to repairs to the building, it seems at first sight 
that there would be no need of Church collections. 
These however took place in obedience to what were 
called Briefs or Royal Letters, recommending some 
particular object to the charity of the congregation. 
Further on is given a list of Briefs collected at Urswick. 


Urswick Church and Parish. 


THE CHURCH. 


This we have said was standing in 1127 A.D., and it 
was then probably over 200 yearsold. That would bring 
it to Saxon times. Changes have taken place in its 
appearance, but there is little reason to doubt that its 
four main walls and the lower portion of the tower are 
part of the original building. The first named Vicar 
was Daniel le Fleming, son of Michael, who came about 
1150. The chief points to notice in the Church are the 
Porch, probably of very early Norman work, with its 
*‘Cowchain.”» Until about 50 years ago the present 
outer doors were where the inner ones now hang. The 
parson pastured his cow in the Churchyard, as was his 
right, but the wardens strongly objected to her using 
the porch as a “‘ boose,” so they slung the chain across 
the entrance. On the right hand side of the porch are 
seen deep grooves in the cheeks; these are said to have 
been graved by those who while waiting for the morning 
service to begin, sharpened the arrows they designed for 
shooting at the butts in the afternoon, a custom of the 
Tudor times. Not many years ago it was usual to 
spend a night or two in the porch after a funeral to 
frustrate the evil designs of ‘‘ body snatchers.’’ Inside 
the porch is the ancient Font, removed from the 
Church in 1826; this after having been piously 
preserved at Hawkfield by the late Mr. Wm. Cranke, 
was restored to the Church by the Earl of Derby in 
1904. The slab lying beside it was found under the 
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Chancel floor in 1850. It covered the grave of Amicia 
Fraunceys, and bears the inscription :— 


Hic jact Amicia filia Johanis Francissi. 


Probably she died about 1300 A.D. 

The middle window in the North side of the Nave is 
noticeable, also the Lancet window on the South side, 
partly hidden by the “ Gale Pew.” 

By this window there is the remnant of a hagioscope. 
In the Chancel we have a fluted piscina, a mural brass 
to Dorothy Butler, who was a descendant of Nicholas 
Bardsey, who died 1586, the last of the male line of 
Bardsey de Bardsey, who had their dwelling at the 
Hall; also a curious floor brass. The glass in the 
lancet window is partly of ancient fragments taken 
from the old East window; it contains the Arms of 
Furness and Citeaux. In the modern Flamboyant 
window in the S.E. of the Sanctuary some of the glass 
is ancient. In the Eastern light the arms are :— 


Arg. two bars and a canton gu,, overall a bend az. for Coupland. 
Arg. two bars gu., on a canton of the second a cross moline 
Or., for Kirkby. 


Arg. (?) fretty gu., clueé at the intersections vert. (Family 
unknown). 


In the Western light :— 


Or. five fusils in fesse az. a label gu., for Pennington. 

Arg. two bars gu., on a canton of the second across of the first 
for Broughton. 

Gu. fretty Arg., over all a label vert, for (probably) le Fleming. 


The oak gallery pew was erected in 1759, by Chris- 
topher Wilson, Esq., of Bardsea Hall, to enable him 
and his ‘‘to hear Divine Service and Sermons.” 

The ceiling was probably put up in 1751 or there- 
about; it hides a beautiful oak timbered roof, just as the 
‘‘white-wash”’ of the walls has destroyed some pre- 
reformation decoration of a palm leaf design. In 1850 
a very fine Flamboyant East window was removed; the 
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tracery has recently been given back to the Church by 
Lord Derby. 

The oldest of the bells was given by Sir William 
Harington in the earlier half of the XV. century. It 
bears the inscription :— 

Maria : Wilelmus: de: Haryngton : Dominus: de: Aldynham : 
+ Et: Domina: Margareta: Uxor: Eius: + 


The next is inscribed :— 
I. Fleming, R. Briggs, W. Tomson, Ch. Wardens 1711. 
The last :-— 


Henry Houlme, Vicor, Iames Shaw, Iohn Conskell, Church- 
wardens 1724, 


The carved Mater Dolorosa, or Pieta, on the exterior 
of the West front of the tower deserves notice, as also 
the louvres. 

The following is the extract from the Church books 
in reference to the placing of the ceiling :— 

Augt. 7th, 1751. 

The Names of those Persons, who gave their Votes for or 
against ye Cieling of ye Parish Church of Urswick in a 
Parish Vestry, lawfully call’d together upon that Account. 
(Viz.) 

Pro.—Chr. Wilson, John Seatle, Wm. Thompson, Mr. Briggs, 
Mr. Crank, Tho. Fell, Mos(?). Holme, Wm. Postlethwt, 
Dor. Richardson, Mary Thompson, Wm. Fell, Tho(?). 
Ashburner, 

Con.—Chr. Ashburner, G.U., Chr. Ashburner, Ald., Wm. 
Shaw, Wm. Fleming, Ber. Bank, Tho. Garner, Hen. 
Hartley, Wm. Inman, Wm. Shaw, Chr. Cooper, Wm, 
Gardner, Richd. Walker, Wm. Taylor, Wm. Fell, John 
Thompson, Richd. Fell, Jno. Newby, Jas. Park, Frances 
Park, James Geldart, Joseph Goad, Jno, Cleaton, Jno. 
Butler, Wm. Coward, Ed. Ashburner, Wm. Ashburner, 
Jun., James Hall, Tho. Danson, Geo, Postlethwt. 


THE LEGEND OF THE TARN. 


. Urswick possesses a sheet of water that in a country 
less famed for these natural beauties might easily claim 
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the name of a Lake. It does however claim a mythical 
origin. Folks aver that in days long since, the bason of 
the Tarn was 2 busy village, that the water now 
regarded as a thing of beauty is in reality a monument 
of judgment. The country, as in all limestone 
localities, is a droughty land. Wells and springs have 
a provoking habit of running dry, sapped by under- 
ground water-washes. Many a farmer following the 
plough on his arable-land, can tell of the soil sinking 
beneath his feet, and an ugly chasm appearing from 
which he has much ado to escape with his team and 
gear. ‘Tis a sand-wash, a dried-up underground water- 
run. So, the story goes that in days of long ago, when 
folks found their wells sending up empty buckets, they 
sought means to remedy the defect. And chiefly the 
women found cause to grumble, for on them lay the 
burden of carrying water to the stock. This they took 
hardly and being accustomed to rule in the place with 
little interference on the part of the quieter-living men- 
folk, they usurped the initiative in trying to remedy the 
defect. There ruled then at the ancient church a priest 
famed for his godly conversation and piety of life. He 
had reason for his fame, since with much toil and 
danger he had in earlier years achieved the pilgrimage 
to Palestine. Now, in his maturer age, he strove to 
accomplish the harder task of hammering Christianity 
into the unreceptive souls at home. To him the women 
turned, with little respect for his sanctity, or piety of 
life, and tauntingly told him that his godliness might 
be better employed by craving from Heaven a plentiful 
supply of water than by singing useless Masses in his 
Church. Though shocked at the impiety of their 
tongues, he still was ready to endeavour to forward their 
desires, and by his intercession Heaven blessed the 
parched land by sending from the watery west a goodly 
stream, that traversed the meadows, cut through the 
corn-lands, and skirting the oak-copse on the lower 
slopes of Birkrigg, found an outlet in the sea. And so 
matters for atime were righted. But this same watery 
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west, that gave in the first place the desired beck, was 
destined in the last to be the means of wrecking 
desolation on the land. For when the autumn rains, 
falling on the peaty uplands, fouled the stream with 
yellow spume, the good dames had cause to bewail the 
soiling of their steeping line, and the indignant refusal 
of their herds to adventure the uninviting draught. So 
to the priest again they hied, upbraiding him with many 
a term of blasphemous reproach for the unsatisfactory 
answer to their prayers. They wished, they assured 
him, no puny runlet, liable to be sullied by the faintest 
splash of wintry rains, but a body of water copious 
enough to absorb and disregard such temporary de- 
filement. In vain he urged on them the folly of 
quarrelling with Heaven's good gifts; they importuned 
him for the greater dole, till all against his will and 
better judgment, he promised them his intercession, 
provided the time for contemplation afforded by a day 
and a night should not have brought them to a happier 
frame of mind. But the village termagants were too 
assured of their own wisdom to be swayed by any 
warning, and at the expiration of the term of waiting 
demanded afresh their boon. Then in answer to the 
newer prayers came storms of snow and hail, and 
mighty rumblings of the earth, and loud explosions in 
the heavens, and, again from westward, rushed a great 
wall of waters, blotting out the village, and destroying 
its people. Andsothe priest alone remained, possessing 
a church, but—no new experience with him, lacking 
a congregation. Then others came and built anew a 
village round the Tarn—the monument of destruction. 

Old folks used to tell that for a time Urswick was 
blessed with women soft of tongue, submissive, and 
patient. Good wives, good mothers, maids as fair in 
repute as they were in face. Yet these same old folk 
went on to say that the lesson was soon forgotten, and 
that in time the ducking stool was nowhere in greater 
request than in the two villages. 
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BRIEFS. 


(Full use has been made of ‘Church Briefs” by 
W. A. Bewes, Pub. by A. & C. Black, 1896. The 
earlier Briefs and Collections were copied for me from 
our first register by Mr. H. Brierley, F.S.A.) 

Alms were asked for in Church upon what were 
called Briefs. In the Prayer Book there is a Rubric at 
the break in the service where the morning sermon 
comes. This Rubric says:—‘‘ Then the Curate shall 
declare unto the people what Holy-days or Fasting-days 
are in the week following to be observed. And then 
also (if occasion be) shall notice be given of the 
Communion, and Briefs, Citations and Excommuni- 
cations read.” 

Brief is explained as:—Letter from the Crown, or 
other authority, directing collections of alms for certain 
purposes.”’ 

There was in earlier times no system of fire insurance, 
and when a calamity arose the whole of the Churches 
in England and in a few Counties in Wales were asked 
to contribute. The same took place when Churches 
had to be built or rebuilt, or when any misfortune visited 
a community such as in the present day would create a 
Mansion House or provincial Mayor’s Fund. 

Briefs were generally issued by Letters Patent from 
the Crown, though in some cases two Magistrates 
certified to the wants of an individual recipient. And 
again I think that at times the Church-wardens 
suggested a special collection for someone on their own 
authority. 

The list of Briefs following are taken from our Church 
books. The spelling of the place names has been left 
as written. Where no special object for the charity is 
named in the list the proceeds of the collection went to 
Church building. Occasionally Briefs only ran over a 
limited area, that is to say the levies were only made in 
certain specified Counties. Copies of the Briefs were 
sent not only to the Churches but also to the non- 
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conformist Places of Worship and from some, very 
hearty response was made to the request. 

The expense of circulating the Briefs and collecting 
the money subscribed was great. In most cases it 
absorbed more than half of the alms. 

Taking the year 1820, for example, appeals were 
made for a gross sum of £10,162 3s. 24d.; the amount 
collected came to £4,830 4s. 14d., while the expenses 

were £3,216 gs. id. 
' In cases of urgent need the Wardens made a house 
to house appeal in the parish, and this appeal was made 
in most of the cases where the contributions in the list 
given totalled anything like2/-. Briefs ceased to beissued 
in the year 1828, and before that time they had become 
very unpopular. Pepys in his Diary complains :— 

“ 30th June, 1661 (Lord’s Day). To Church, where 
we observe the trade of briefs is come now up to so 
constant a course every Sunday that we resolve to give 
no more to them.” 

The better class Clergy discouraged the appeal to 
them. George Herbert, who died 1632, writes :— 

“If God have sent any calamity either by fire or 
famine to any neighbouring parish, then he (the model 
Country Parson) expects no brief . . . . . but 
first gives himself liberally, and then incites to give.” 


Anno dni. 1629. 

Collected for the sonne of Myles Jenyne of Dolton towards 
London the thirde day of May 2s. 3d. 

Collectted for the sonne of Willm Hyne of Leeces towards 
London the 24th day of May 3s. 6d. ob. 

Collected for two wollen drepers in Somersetshire which had 
losse by fyre the 14th day of June 2od. ob. 

Collected for John Smith and Richard Smith of Marchington 
Woodland in the Countie of Safford [sic] Tanners which 
had losse by fyre the last day of September 18$d. 

Collected for Dorothy Hunt widdow wyfe of Willm Hunt of 
Wall in the Countie of Stafford the 4th of October 25d. 

Collectted by a letter pattente for Richard Baines the 29th day 
of November 22d. 
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Collected by letters pattents for John Gleadstone of Burney in 
the Countie of Kent 15th of December 22d. 


Collected for one Joane Jackson of Allostocke in the Countie of 
Chester widdow which had losse by fire 2oth day of 
December 12d. 


Collected for John Preston Ralphe Fowler by a testimoniall in 
the Countie of Nottingham Shyre the 27th day of 
December 18d. 


Collected for the towne & par of Rie in the Countie of Sussex 
the 24th day of Januarie 17d. 


Collected for one George Warde of Timperley in Bowden in 
the Countie of Chester which had losse by fyre the 7th day 
of Febru. 

Anno dni. 1630. 


Collected for John Cowp sonne of Steeven towards London the 
16th of May trod. 


Collected for the Prince Pallentine Ministers the 2zoth day of 
June 3s. tod. 

Collected for Margaret Hudkine widdowe Thomas Makepeace 
Kenelme Smithe Samuell Billinge Tho: Cleaver Allexander 
Kirtley Edwar Kirtly John Walker & Raph Barey of 
Weedne becke alias Weedne Streete in the Countie of 
Northampton the 7th day of November 18d. 


Collected by a testimoniall for one John Johnson & Thomas 
Staneley of Greenefelde in the Countie of Somerset the 
21st of November 2s. 2d. 


Collected by a testimoniel for hton & 
Constable which had losse by pan: - 
D the 28th day of Noverber 14d, 


Collected the 5th day of December for one John Walker. ot 
Halifaxe in Yorkshire which had losse by one Dalton and 
one Jackson that lost his shipe 13d. 


Colection 26 August for Joh Osborne Marchant of Londam. 


Colections in the year 1664. 


One Colection made for the Towne of Grantham the g of June 
which was 3s. 6d. 
1665. 
One Colection for Richard Mourcroft of Aughton a dier in 


Lancaster the 18 of September one shilinge and fouer 
pence. 


One Collection for Henerie llile (Lisle) of Gissbrough in the 


North Riding of Yorck Woolingg Dreaper which was three 
shillinges 1 of Janiuary. 
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One colection for the inhabitants of Flouckborey in Cartmall 
19 shillinges thre pence colected. 


Collected at Vrswicke Church for the Reliefe of the inhabitants 
of Marlborowe 7 of August 1653 the sume 0 17s. 11d. 


Collected in the Parishe Church of Vrswick for the inhabitants 


of Drayton and others the sume of five shillings eight 
pence Juli the r4th 1664. 


Collected for Staverton in Count. Northamp. Loss p. fire June 
14th 1724 Is. 5. 

Collected for Frodsham Church in Count, Chester June r4th 
1724 0: 6. 

Collected for Alrawaies, Martham, &c. in Count. Staford. 
Norfolk Loss p. fire 7br. 6th rs. o. 

Collected for Holt-market Church in Count. Norfolk Augst 
30th 1724 Is. I. 

Collected for the Inundation at Hallifax in Count. Ebor. 7br. 
6th 1724 3s. I. 

Collected for Campshall and Downton Loss p. Fire in Count. 
Cam. tobr. 13th 1724 2s. 8. ob. 

For Cricklade in Count. Wilts Loss p. fire 1obr. 27th 1724 
2: 4 ob. 

For Knighton, Laintwarden in Count. Hereford Radnor Loss 
p- fire Jan. 16th 1724 2s. 2. ob. 

For Michael Church and Grimstone In Count. Radr. Leicstr. 
Loss p. fire Feb. 14th 1724 Is. 6. o. 

For Neath Church in Count Glamorgan Feb. 14th 1724 
os. 3. ob. 

For Worksworth Church In Com. Derby Feb. 28th 1724 
Is. 2:0. 

For Market Laverton In Count Wilts Loss P. fire June 2oth 
1725 3s. od. o. 

For Langton Church in Count Lincoln pia yth 1725 
os. 6. ob. 

For Credition and Kirk-Deighton In Count Devon & York 
Loss p. fire August 7th 1725 2s.: 0:0 

For Great Bowlas Church in Count Salop 7br. 12th 1725 
5.62002 0 

For East Morden in Count. Dorset Less p. fire 7br. rath 
1725 25. 4 : O. 
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For Bampton Church in Count. Westmorland robr. roth 
1725 1S. 8; 0. 

For Ormskirk Church in Count Lanc. Jan. 2nd 1725 os. 10. 

For Darlaston Church in Count Staford. Jan. 2nd 1725 
os. 6. ob. 

For Wareseley Churchin Count Huntington March 15th 1725 
os. 7. 

For Great Torrington in Count Devon Loss p. fire March 13th 
1725 2s. 6. 

1726. 

Collected for town of Buckingham in Count Buck loss p. fire 
July r7th 3s. 11. 

Collected for Alderford and Great Horwood Loss p. fire in 
Count Norfolk or Bucks August 7th 2s. : oo. 

Collected for St. Nicholas Church in Worcester Augst. 7th 
BSi8) Ses 

Collected for Folkestone Fishery in Count Kent 7br. 4th 
Es, /'6. 

Collected for Albrighton Church in Count Salop 7br. 4th 
os. Q. 

For Dorcester Loss p. fire in Count Dorset Jan. 15th 2s. ood. 

For Tibshelf Church in Count Derby Jan. 15th os. 6. ob. 


For Hambleton Church in Count Southampton Feb. r2th 
38. g. ob. 


For Backford Church in Count Chester Feb. 26th os. 7. 


For West Houghton Chappel in Count Lans Feb. 26th 
08s) 7s 


For Shipton uppon Stour loss p. fire in Count Worcester 
Jan. 8th 3s. o. ob. 


1727. 


For Littleport & Braddiley in Count Cambridge & Chester 
loss per fire Augst. roth 3s. qd. 


For Stamford in Count Lincoln Loss p. fire 7br. 3d. 1s. 6d. 

For Cranbrooke Church in Count Kent 7br. 3d. os. 8d. 

For St. Peter’s Church in Oxford 7br. roth os. 9 : o. 

For Sibson’s Church in Count Leicester 7br. 1oth os. 6. 
1727. 


Collected for Great Wilbraham in Count Cambridge Loss p. 
fire Feb, 11th 1727 2s. 7d. 
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For Alcester Church in Warwick March 24th os. 2d. 


For Burton Joyce Church in Count Nottingham March 24th 
os. 6d. 


For Graves End in Count Kent Loss p. fire June 28th 5s. 4d. 


For Hington in ye hedges in Count Northampton Augst. 4th 
3s. ob. 


For Yarm Church Augst. 4th in Count York 0:0: 4. 
For Whitegate Church in Count Chester 7br. first 0 : 6. 
For Trinity Church in Count Chester 7br. first o : 7 ob. 


1728. 
For St. Jon. Wapping in Count Midlesex Jan. 19th 1728 
Om 205000. 
For St. Hylds Chappel in Count Durham Jan. roth 1728 
0:0: oo. 


For St. Andrews Harbour in Scotland Feb. 23d 1728 0:1: 6. 
For Branston Church in Count Rutland March gth 1728 


0:0: 6. 

For St. Swethin Church in Count Worcester March gth 
£728 9 ¢ 0; 6. 

; 1729. 

For Shilton in Count Huntington Loss p. fire June 8th 1729 
2s. 4d. ob. 

For Fulborne in Count Cambridge loss p. fire July 6th 
1729 Is. 3d. 


For Napton Church in Count Warwick July 6th 1729 os. 6d. 


For Tamworth Church in Count Warwick 7br. 12th 1729 
os. 6d, 


For Rickinghall and Botesdale Loss p. fire in Count Suffolk 
gbr, 12th 1729 1s. od. 


For Worthenbury Church in Count Flint Feb. 8th 1 : 2. 
For Copenhagon Feb. 1st 16:5: % 


1729. 30. 31. 
For Hornsey and Wheelock in Count Midlesex & Chester 
Loss p. fire Decembr. 14th, 2s. 7d. 
For Melburne in Count Cantab. Loss p. fire March 15th 
2s. gd. 
Apll. 12th 1730. 


* For St. John Baptist Church in Count Gloucester 1 : 2. 
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For Wroot in Count Lincoln Loss p. Inundation 1 May 31st 
1730 1: 6. 


For Colnbrook Chappel in Count Bucks May hae Ousag 


For Hinckley in Count Leicester Loss p. fire July 5th 1730 
Duos : 


For Bilston Chapel in Count Stafford July 13th 1730 0: o. 
For Pershore Church in Count Wigorn Augst 30th o : ro. 


For Yarburgh in Count Lincoln Loss p, fire Jan. roth 1730 
22) 6: 


For Denbigh Chappel in Count Denbigh Feb. 14th 17300: 7. 


For Kidderminster in Count Worcester cong p. fire March 
7th 1730 I : 10. 


For ae Church in Count Denbigh March arst 1730 
O70 
For Ouston Church in Count Ebor March 28th 1731 1: o 
For Wyersdale Chapel in Count Lanc. June 2oth 1731 0 : 10 
Broughton Sulney Church in Count Nottingm. July 18th 
173I 0: 7. 
Capel en le Frith Church in Count Derby Augst. 15th 1731 
Onna. 
Misley Church in Count Essex September 5th 1731 Ti tT wODs 
Titbury Church in Count Gloucester Septembr. 12th 0: 7. 
Evesham Church in Count Worcester 7br. 20th 1731 0 : 8. 
Landaff Cathedral Church in Count Glamorgan September 
20th 1731 0: 7: ob. 
31 
Sturminster Newton Castle in Count Dorset Loss p. fire 
Feb. 27th 1731 the sum of Is. 9. 


All Sts. Church in Count Sussex March 17th 1731 0: 5. 


Ramsey in Count Huntington Loss p. fire June 4th 1732 
6d. iz: 


omelet in Count Rutland Loss p. fire June 18th 1732 
ies : ob. 


Wotton sore Edge in Count Gloucester Loss p. fire June 
25th 1732 2: 6. 

Bozeat in Count Northampton Loss p. fire July 8th 1732 
2a AL 


Galcott in Count Gloucester Loss p. fire July 13th 1732 


i: TO 3 ob. 


CHALICE AND Cover. f 
(Traditional Gift of Archbishop Sandys), 


MaTeER Dotorosa, or PIETA. 


SHEEP WASHING—URSWICK TARN. 
Photos by Mr. Robt. Dobson. 
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Draycott Church in Count Stafford Augst. 6th 1732 0: 5. 


Newbold Upon Avon in Count Warwick Loss p. fire 7br. 
BO T7 32) 2) ihe 

_ Stowerbridge Church in Count Worcester 7br. roth 1732 

03/219) :, Ob. 

Bishop Norton Church in Count Lincoln zbr. 17th 1732 
Caney A : 

Abby Laner cost Church in Count Cumberland zbr. 24th 
1732) O24. 

Bland forum in Count Dorset Loss p. fire Jan. 7th 1732 
6s. 8. 


Well Church in Count Lincoln Jan. 14th 1732 0: 9. 
Ousterfield (? Chesterfield) in Count York Loss p. fire Feb. 
Abhive732) 3 3) Ts. obs 


Northstoneham in Count South- 
ampton Loss p. fire Feb. 11th 
E7200 7 TE: Ob: 


Aberbrothock Harbour in Count 
Forfar Feb. 25th 1: 7: ob. 


Collected for Barton upon Humbr. 
Loss p. fire March 18th 1733 
eS iO 


For Dudley Church in Count Wor- 
ster March 4th 1733 0:6: 0. 


For Wood Plumpton in Count 
Lancaster Loss p. fire March 
Pathe?) 2) :\ 0. 


For Whitfield in Count Sumerset Los per fire June 3d. 
L733 0205 Lisl 0. 

Collected for Monmouth Church August 18th 1733 os. 7d. 

for Scremby Church June 17th 1733 o: 11. 

for Michel Dean Church June roth 1733 0: 7 : ob. 

for Conington Church July r5th 1733 1 : o. 

for Maddington Loss p. fire Septem. 16 1733 1 : II. 

Collected for Chrisleton Church March 24th 1734 os. 7d. 

For Rufford Chappel March 3d. 1734 1: 1. 

For Guilden Morden March 17th 1734 2: 5. 

For Ailsbury Apll. 21st 1734 3: 6. 
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TITHES, CHURCH DUES, &c. 


Under this heading I give first :— 


‘‘A Copy of a true and perfect Terrier & Note of such 
Yearly Pensions & Profits as belong to the Parish Church 
of Urswick. 


1 Our Vicarage House is down to ye Ground. We have 
no Outhouses nor Stables, Orchards nor Gardens. 


2 The Demesne belonging to Bardsea Hall, except wt. is 
lately purchas’d to ye same pays a Modus of five shillings 
p- Ann, in Lieu of Easter Dues, & all Tyths belonging to ye 
Church. The Estate of Wellhouse by like Prescription 5 
shillings, except a place call’d Boonwoods, wch. pay’d when 
Pastur’d, Tyth of Wool & Lamb. Stainton pays 3s, 4d in 
Lieu of Tyth Hay. Aldgarley pays Tyth Hay of all their 
meadows in Kind, & Hemp & Line. Every Estate in Little 
Urswick & Great Urswick pays a small Prescription for ye 
Meadows thereunto belonging, & Hemp & Line in Kind, 
now chang’d into a Modus as appears by ye Easter Books; 
only Wm. Addisons Estate at Little Urswick pays Tyth in 
Kind, for ye Meadows thereunto belonging, one Lying on 
the Back side of the House, the other about 2 Acres, lying 
in a Place call’d Kirk Flat, adjoining to a Place call’d Crook 
Lands. The Town of Bardsea pays neither Modus nor 
Prescription for Hay Hemp or Line nor pays in Kind. 
Bolton pays 4 shillings in Lieu of Tyth Hay, & one Penny 
in Lieu of Hemp & Line. Some little Meadows lying near 
Beckside pay Tyth in Kind. and also two at Harbarrow, 
The two Estates at Holmbank pay either 5 Shillings for 
Tyth Hay, & Hemp & Line in Kind. Also a Place call'’d 
Brigmeadow pays Tyth in Kind. 


4 The Custom of Mortuaries in our Parish is 10 Shillings 
for every Householder that dyes possessed of Goods to ye 
Value of 4of & 6s, 8d for 30f and 3s, 4d for 20f The 
whole Parish pays Tyth of Wool & Lamb in Kind. 


5 The Tyth Corn belongs to ye Improprietors, none due 
to Church. 


2 We have half an Acre of arable Ground, adjoining to 
the Church Yard, & an Acre & half of Meadow adjoining 
to that. 


6 A purchase of an old House, & an Acre of Land call’d 
Turn Car has been made by ye Parishioners & given to ye 
Church, Purchase £30 Lord Molineux of Bardsea Hall, has 
made an Agreement wth. ye present Vicar of Urswick to 
pay to him Yearly £2, 10s. for ye Easter Dues & Tyths of 
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ye Parcels of Lands that he has lately purchas’d, the one 
call’d Bardsea Moor the other Woo Brick. The Vicr. of 
Urswick has Privilege to put any Goods he keeps on any 
Comon in ye Parish. 


Henry Holme Vicr. Chr, Gardner 
4 June 1716 Wm. Ashburner Church Wardens 
Tho. Greaves 
Chr, Fell 


This is a later Terrier :— 


A Copy of the Terrier delivered to the Bishop’s Register at 
the Visitation 1778. 


1 Our Parish is divided into 5 Villages (viz) Great Urswick 
Little Urswick . Bardsea . Stenton . Adgarley cum Beckside. 


2 We have no Vicarage House. 


3 Anold House; without Out House Garden or Orchard 
thereunto belonging & an Acre of Ground adjoining to it was 
purchased to it an uncertain Time ago by the Parishioners, 
and given tothe Church. Purchase 30 Pounds. Two Sides 
of the said Field are separated by a Thorn Fence from the 
High Road The other is separated by a like Fence from the 
Common. It pays 2 Shillings a Year Copy hold Rent and 
Tith of Corn in Kind. 


4 We have half an Acre of Land adjoining to the Church- 
yard and an Acre and a half of Meadow Ground adjoining to 
that. The Fence principally Water Ditches. 


5 Tith Corn belongs to the Impropriators, none to the 
Church. 


6 The Sum of 20 Pounds was given about 70 years ago to 
the Church by Thomas Fell, to the Care and Charge of the 
Sidesmen ; the Interest thereof to be paid to the Minister. 


7 The two Estates of Holmbank in Great Urswick pay by 
Prescription in Lieu of Tyth Hay of Meadow Ground 14 
Shillings p. Ann. whereof Mr, George Ashburner the present 
Owners Estate pays g Shillings and Mr. Tho. Atkinson’s 
Estate 5 Shillings. 


8 All such Inhabitants of Great Urswick as have small 
Parcels of Meadow Ground adjoining to the Pond or Tarn 
of Great Urswick pay one Penny a Year for each distinct 
Parcel. N.B. By Meadow Ground in this Parish is under- 
stood soft Land; or such as is generally mown, but very 
seldom ploughed or pastured. 


9 The whole of the Prescription or Modus in Little 
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Urswick, in Lieu of Tith Hay is 8s, rofd as the Easter 
Books will shew. 


ro The ancient Demesne Lands belonging to Bardsea Hall 
in Bardsea paid 5 Shillings Modus in Lieu of Easter Dues, 
and all Tyths belonging to the Church, But on Lord 
Molyneux’ purchasing, about 79 Years ago several Parcels 
of Lands & Houses in Bardsea, and in Lieu of Tith of two 
Commons he inclosed (viz) one called Bardsea Moor, and 
the other Moobrick, the said Lord Molyneux made an 
Agreement with the then Vicar to pay the farther Sum of 
£2,,10,,0 p, Ann, in Lieu of all Tiths and Easter Dues 
for the said Lands and Houses. which Agreement has been 
hitherto submitted to as an Equivalent. N.B. All other 
Lands or Houses purchased or built since that Time are 
not included in that Agreement In like Manner as above. 


ir The ancient Estate of Wellhouse in Bardsea by Pre- 
scription or Modus pays 5 Shillings p. Ann. except Boon- 
Woods and such other Lands as have been purchased since 
the Establishment of such Consideration, being, as it is 
supposed about eighty Years ago. N.B. The rest of the 
Town of Bardsea pays no Modus or Prescription in Lieu 
of Hay Hemp and Line. 


12 All the rest of the Parish pay a small Consideration, 
in Lieu of Hemp & Line, as appears by the Easter Books. 


13 Stenton pays 3/4d in Lieu of Tith Hay by Prescription. 


14 Adgarley and Beckside pay Tith Hay in Kind of all 
their Meadows, except Bolton wch. pays 4 Shillings in Lieu 
thereof. 


15 The whole Parish pays Wool & Lamb in Kind, but 
a Modus for Calves. 


16 The Custom of Tithing Lambs in our Parish is as 
follows (viz) A Half Penny p. Lamb is due to 5 Lambs, so 
that if a Person has but 4 Lambs he is chargeable only 2 
Pence If he has 5 Lambs or half a Lamb, Half of the 
agreed Price of a Lamb is payable. All above 5 Lambs to 
ten is a whole Lamb, only abating a Half Penny for every 
Lamb short of ten, and so in same Proportion, for any 
greater Quantity of Lambs. 


17 A Tith Calf in our Parish is fixed at four Shillings 
Two Pence p. Calf is due to five Calves Five Calves pay 2 
Shillings or half a Calf. Six, a whole Calf abating Two 
Pence for every Calf short of ten; in same Manner as for 
Lambs. For a Cow that gives Milk, but has not had a 
Calf within the Year; called a Strip Milk Cow—due one 
Penny. 
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18 The Custom of Mortuaries is (viz) for every House- 
holder, who dies Possessed of a Personal Estate worth 40 
Pounds due for a Mortuary ten Shillings £30 due 6s , 8d 
for 20 Pounds 3s/4d 


19 Cera panis a peculiar Due of Two pence for each 
Family once in 3 Years. 


20 Fees for Marriage are 5 Shillings by Licence. Three 
Shillings by Publication. For Burials One Shilling each. 


21 We have 3 Bells; and an old Silver Cup for the 
Sacramental Wine. And a Patten for Bread given by the 
late Chr: Wilson of Bardsea Hall Esqr: Weight as mark’d 
on the same (viz) 150z, 12 dwt. 


22 Church Yard Fence is repaired by the Parish. 


23 Wine for the Sacrament is provided on Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday at the Expence of the Vicar, at other 
Times by the Parish. 


24 The Vicar has a Right to put any Goods he keeps on 
any Common in the Parish. 


25 The Easter Books will shew all other small Dues. 


26 The Parish Clerk is appointed by the Minister. His 
Wages are (viz) For every Family kept by married Persons 
four Pence by an unmarried Person two pence. 


N.B. A Duplicate of the above Terrier is drawn and 
signed by the same Persons as this is, and delivered to the 
Register of the Bishop of Chester 4 July 1778. 


John Addison, Vicr of Urswick. 


Wm. Fleming 
Dy fe Churchwardens 
William Butler 


Geo : Ashburner 
Wm. Ashburner 
Thos. Fell 

as. Cranke 

John Wilkinson 
Wm. Ashburner 
William Gardner 
Thos. Postlethwaite 
Thos , Ashburner 


So much for the Terriers. At the risk of appear- 
ing tedious I am giving a further extract from the 
Church books on this same subject :— 
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Customary Dues belonging to ye Church of Urswick. 1750 


An Acct of Meadow that pays Tyth of Hay in Kind, in 
Aldgarley &c. 


(Then follows a list of lands and payers.) 
Wellhouse. 
Pays by Prescription 5s p. Ann. 5s 
Bardsea Hall 


Pays p. Agreemt. £2,15s, od. wch. excuses all ye Houses 
belonging to it, in Bardsea except one, & no more 


£2, 158. 
Fees for Marriage 
By Licence 5s od 
By Publication 2s 6d 
If a Woman belonging to ye Parish marries out of it due to 
ye Vicar 58 


Fees for Burial 
For a Sermon wh. Text chosen1f Is 


For Do. no Text chosen ros 
For Burying in ye Church 
In any Part but ye Chancel ros 
but more if insisted on. 
For Churching 6d 


The Vicar finds Wine at Easter for ye Sacrament at other 
Times ye Parish, usually 5 Quarts 


For Burying without a Sermon Is , od. 
For Mortuary 

If Person dying be worth {£40 Ios 

sho Rech A ere Meneame iat sheen eigO 6s , 8d 
PTMARS Get hetee al Mat hee ee eO 3s ,4d 


Cera panis —A Due of 2d p. House 


Paid thro the whole Parish once in 3 Years, but is paid by one 
third Part of the Parish every Year (viz) 1 Great Urswick, 
2 Little Urswick. & Bardsea. 3 Stenton & Adgarley. 


G, Urswick. L. Urswick. Stenton & Aldgarley pay a Modus in 
Lieu of Hemp & Line as appears by ye Easter Books. 


Turn Carr pays 2sa Year Copyhold Rent, & Tyth Corn in Kind. 
For keeping ye Registers is allow’d p. Ann. 2s , 6d 


No Land in ye Parish exempted from paying Tyth Wool & 
Lamb. 
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The mannerof Tything Lamb 

to Lambs pays 1 Tyth Lamb: g. xr Lamb paying out a half 
Penny. 8. 1 Lamb paying 1d . 7 pays out 14d . 6. pays 
out 2d. 5. Tyth half a Lamb. 4 Lambs receive 2d &c. 

Cows & Calves 

10 Calves within ye Year (viz) From Easter to Easter 4s , od. 
gc. 3S, 10. 8c. 38, 8d. 7c. 3s, 6d. 6c. 38, 4d. 5c. 2s, od, 
4c. 8d. 3c. 6d. 2c. 4d. 1c. 2d. A Stript Milk Cow rd. 

The sum of 20f was given by Tho: Fell to ye Church, & is 
put out to Interest by ye SidesMen, who have ye Charge 
of it. 


All Sheep sold out of ye Parish betwixt Martimas and Candle- 
mas pay a half Penny p. Sheep: All betwixt Candlemas, 
& ye Time of Tything one Penny p. Sheep. 


By Agreement Great Urswick buy their Tyth Lambs at ts, rod 
p. Lamb 

Little Urswick, Stenton & Aldgarley at 2s , 6d p. Lamb 

Holm-Bank, & Bardsea at 2s , od. 


The Parson’s explanation is at times somewhat 
obscure, but a little thought will show what he means. 
It will be seen that the rich man paid for the poor 
man, as is right. 

In 1849 the Tithes were commuted for a monetary 
payment. Before that date a large portion of them 
were collected in kind. The Tithing was made at 
or about Easter, and in later years it was the custom 
for the Tithers to lunch at Hawkfield and dine at the 
present Vicarage, then Mr. Ponsonby’s private house. 

At the commutation considerable difference of opinion 
arose as to the annual value of the Tithe. I give Mr. 
Forrest’s, the Vicar’s, valuation, and one prepared at 
the instigation of the landowners. 


* My estimate of the produce paying Tithe to the 
Church, under the present system of collection :— 


50 Tithe Lambs AS at 12s. each. 
100 Tithe Fleeces ae at 5s. i 
1000 Sheep sold off as at 1d. each 
27 Tithe Calves He at 4s. 


170 houses oe ae at od. for sundries. 
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60 houses for ees & line at od. 


30 bees... as at id. 
25 Geese ... A tee at 6d. 
8 Foals ... au an at id. 
Cera Panis on 170 houses. 
20 Sows ... ahs a 
50 Ploughs cf hep at 1d. 


Lac et Vac (Milk and Cows). 
The Priory Estates, 650 acres. 
Hay Silver. 

Sheep on Birkrigg that escape payment. 


N.B. Half of the Birkrigg Sheep may be reckoned as 
belonging to parties who reside out of the Parish.” 


The value of the Vicarial Tithes, as computed by the 
occupiers, and stated in Mr. Phillipson’s Report. 


L Sad 

27 Tithe Lambs at 12s. TOe4ene 
54 Tithe Fleeces at 5s. 13: 1ORne 
100 Sheep sold off at id. On Saas 
21 Tithe Calves at4s.... ee A | Ao 
80 houses ... at 5d. for hens... 113 4 
80 Gardens at 1d. o 6 8 
60 houses for line at 6d. IIo oO 
to bees we at id. o 010 
10 Geese ... at 6d. CoC (0K) 
12, Sows!) :. at As. 2 Sg 
Si Hoalsigy 3 at 1d. o @. 
Payments for hay 5° gets 


PUBLIC MONEY. 


In answer to the 15th question of Bp. Gastrell, the 
Vicar, Henry Holme, says that ‘the assesmt for the 
Church is laid by the Quindecim commonly called 
Quindam’. The system followed is somewhat com- 
plicated, and I am not at all sure that I have read it 
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aright. I find from the books in the year 1762 this 
statement :— 


ee Sid, 
Great Urswick pays at ano os 12 4 
Little Urswick . 6 Aye 5 6 
Bardsea 3 or an ae 6 7% 
Bolton & Beckside . At. os a O 
Adgarley 3 6 
Stenton 8 4 

£1 18 4 


Apparently this sum £1 18s. 4d. was a Quindum for 
the whole parish. The sum required for the needs of 
the year was calculated, including cost of Church, poor, 
roads, etc., and care was taken that it was a multiple of 
£1 18s. 4d., so that the sum to be gathered was 
reckoned so many Quindums. 

In Little Urswick there were 306 acres, in Bolton and 
Beckside 169, and in Aldgarley 297, in Great Urswick 
768. Apparently some of the Divisions paid more in 
proportion than others. For instance :— 


s) wid 
60 Acres in L. Urswick Division p, Quindum 1 1% 
60 Do in Bolton Do 9 
60 Do in Aldgarley 82 
60 Do inG. Urswick Do 11g 


This apparent injustice was I think largely rectified 
when it came to a matter of tithing. Then it was found 
that some Divisions paid much more in tithe in pro- 
portion than others, and all assessment was so closely 
connected with the Church that the difference in tithing 
charges would as a matter of course regulate the general 
Rate. Another fact might be borne in mind, viz., that 
the land in G. Urswick was and is for the most part 
copyhold, and there would be on it the burden of a 
Lord’s Rent, and very easily that might be taken into 
consideration in laying the Rate. 

In the year 1763, the Rate laid was 50 Quindums ; 
that would bring in the sum of £95 16s. 8d. It is called 
the Poor Rate but I think that it would cover all the 
expense of the parish. Surely the figures teach us 
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where the cure for Agricultural depression lies. 

Parson Addison worked out complicated Tables 
showing how much an acre paid in each Division p. 
Quindum ; these are shown in decimals of a pound. 

In addition to the Rate there was in Little Urswick 
(and probably in the other Divisions) a Land Tax. In 
the year 1762 this Tax was £4 12s. 11d., of which sum 
the Rectory paid 12/- and “Mr. Atkinson, Stewd. 
of ye Mannor tod.” 

Closely connected with these Rating arrangements is 
the matter of land ownership in the parish. Until 
quite recently there was a large amount of communal 
land. Skelding Moor was enclosed about 1826 and 
somewhat earlier the Craggs. These latter lands were 
partly plough and partly pasture. A list of owners is 
given in one of the books :— 


Number of Grasses in the Upper & Lower Craggs belonging 
to Little Urswick 


Upper Side Lower Side 

Grass Pts Grasses Pts 

Wm. Settle 18 4 18 2 

Wm. Coward 7 7 

Wm. Postlethwt. 

Mary Thompson 6 + 6 + 

Mr. Atkinson 12 10 

Jennet Coward 4 $ 4 t 

James Cranke 4 1/8 4 

John Richardson 3 6 2 

Tho Danson 4 } 3 2 

Wm. Cranke 2 3 

Tho. Danson 5 2 5 


I think that the “‘ Parts”’ refer to the plough and the 
*¢Grasses’’ to the pasture. Parson Addison had some- 
where a half “Grass.” He owned a horse, probably 
the one that increased the equine population of the 
parish on the 21st April, 1773. This horse he kept 
fully employed during the hours of light, and shrewdly 
suggested that he should take his half Grassing by 
turning it out every night of the year ! 

The Flats were enclosed later on; the rule that 
regulated their culture was that they lay in grass for 
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seven years, being pastured by a given head of stock by 
each farmer having rights on them, they were then 
ploughed for three years in succession and the divisions 
marked by mere stones. 

When we come to the year 1809 we find a Quindum 
bore rather a different value. 


Quindecims. 


“Great Urswick pays taxes for 777 acres 
One quindecim is £o. 82. 44 equal 594 farthings 
One acre pays 0.764479 farthing a quindecim nearly 
Little Urswick pays taxes for 306 acres 
One quindecim is fo. 5. 6 equal 264 farthings 
One acre pays 0.8627451 farthing a quindecim nearly 
Bardsea pays taxes for 439 acres 
One quindecim is £o. 6. 74 equal to 318 farthings 
One acre pays 0.72437358 farthing a quindecim 

nearly 

Bolton pays taxes for 167 acres 
One quindecim is fo. 2. o equal 96 farthings 
One acre pays 0.5748503 farthing a quinm. nearly 
Adgarley pays taxes for 299 acres 
One quinm. is £o. 3. 6 equal 168 farthings 
One acre pays 0.561873 farthing a quinm. nearly” 


*“ An Account of money received by William Turner 
and John Dickinson, Constables for Urswick and 
Bardsea from October 1809 to October 1810. 

Received by an Assessment of Sixty Five Quindecims 
(of Thirty shillings each) £97. 10.” 


_ (Then follows the items of expenditure.) 


THE POOR LAW. 


There was much going and coming amongst the 
various parish officers in their administration of the 
Poor Law. Their out of pocket expenses were paid 
them and little besides. We have :— 
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I June 1769 
Then agreed by the Sidesmen that the following Sums shall 
be paid to the Officers of the Parish (viz) Churchwardens 
and Overseers & Constables for their Journeys on the 
Parish Account (viz) 


s\d 
To Preston 5) 
To Lancaster are 
To Cartmel LG 
To Pennybridge be 
To Hawkshead I 6 
To Broughton 8 yt 
To Newby Bridge Tan 
To Ulverstone 6 


The cost of travel seems to have increased consider- 
ably in the next twenty years. 


18 Novr. 1792 


Then agreed that all Officers of this Parish shall be allowed 
for Journies on the Parish Account as under 


To Hawkshead 5 ,0 
To Oxenpark 348 
To Pennybridge 2 ,0 
To Ulverston 62.56 
To Newby Bridge 450 
To Cartmel 400) 
To Broughton 3 6 


The next extract shows the way poor families were 
dealt with :— 
20 Augt. 1769 
Then agreed at a Meeting of the Sidesmen Churchwardens 
and Overseers not to grant any Parish Allowance to 
any poor Persons who have Children proper to put out 
Parish Apprentices but that they shall be put out as 
they shall arrive at a proper Age 


23 Aug. 1769 Margaret Waller Daughter of Fras. Waller of 
Bardsea plac'd Apprentice to Thos. Fell of Little Urswick 
Apprentice aged 11 Years or thereabouts. 

23 Augt. 1769 Richard Waller Son of the sd. F. Waller, 
aged 8 Years or thereabouts, to Chr. Wilson of 
Bardsea Esqr. ) 

23 Augt. 1769 William Waller Son of the sd, F. Waller, aged 
13 Years or thereabouts to Wm. Ashburner of G. Urswick. 
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23 Augt. 1769. Jane Blackburne Daughter of Chr, Blackburne 
aged 7 Years or thereabouts to Mr. Tho: Petty for 
Wellhouse 


20 Feb: 1771 Ruth Blackburne Daughter of Chr. Blackburne 
aged eight Yrs. to G Ashburner of Holmbank who paid 
£10 Fine 


21 Feb: 1771 The said Ruth Blackburne to Wm. Thompson 
of Bardsea 


27 Apl. 1772 Peggy Blackburne Dr. of ye sd. Chr Blackburne 
aged 7 Years to Chr: Ashburner of Aldgarley, who paid 
£10 Fine 


28 Apl. 1772 The said Peggy Blackburne to Jas. Cranke of 
L. Urswick 


Vagrant poor were discouraged ; we come across the 
following weighty resolution :— 


We those names are hereunto subscrib’d being ye Minister, 
Sidesmen & other Inhabitants of ye Parish of Urswick 
do hereby unanimously agree, not to give any Thing for 
ye future to any Vagrant Poor, as we do not apprehend 
that such Kind of Relief can properly be deem’d an 
Act of Charity, but rather an Encouragement to Laziness 
& Vice: And we further agree to prevent, as far as is 
in our Power, the Poor of our own Parish to ask Relief 
in any other Parish. In Witness whereof, we have 
hereunto set our Hands this 11th Day of March 1753 


John Addison Vicr. of Urswick. 
Will. Ashburner Senr. William Fell. Wm. Tompson, 
Wm. Elithorn. Wm. Ashburner. H: Coward. George 
Postle. Thomas Fell. Henry Hartley 

Sidesmen. 

John Seatel. William Hind. Wm. Fleming. Chris: 
Ashburner. Edward Ashburner. Thos. Postlethwaite. 
Chris: Ashburner. Chr: Cooper. Thomas Danson. 
Thomas Danson. Thomas Ashburner. John Jackson. 
Geffray Stable. | pei ks William Fell Junr. 
Thomas Wright. Dor Richardson. John Kendall. 


Care was taken too that no paupers should obtain a 
settlement in the parish :— 


Parish of Urswick. 5th Novr. 1782. 


Whereas an Inclosed Field called Turncar consisting of about 
an Acre, together with a little mean old House; thereunto 
‘adjoining, was, about eighty Years ago, given to the 
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Church of Urswick —the House thatched —the Length 
about 9 Yards —Breadth about six Yards —and Depth of 
Side Wall little above seven Feet,—an Earthern Floor — 
three small Ground Rooms —4 little Windows — No 
Stair Case nor upper Room —No Sort of Outhouse, 
Garden nor Orchard belonging to it. The Value of it by 
Estimation less than Five Pounds —never inhabited by 
any but the very poorest Persons. And whereas the Field 
is separated from the Common all round by a Hedge, 
which being generally plundered by the poor Tenants for 
Firing, the Repairs thereof, & the Damage the Inclosures 
suffers by the Trespass of Cattle appears to be three 
Times more than the clear Rent of the House. For the 
above Reasons We the Vicar & Principal Inhabitants of 
the Parish, being convinced that it will be not only for the 
Benefit of the Church, but also of the Parish do hereby 
consent that the said House be taken down, and that the 
Stones thereof be apply’d to the Repairs of the Fence round 
the Field, and to enlarge it by inclosing a Piece of Ground 
on the Front of the House by raising a Wall running in a 
straight Line from the End of the House to make it 
square with the Fence next to the Hollow Lane. And 
whatever Money may remain, after the Expence of the 
Repairs of the Fence and erecting of the said Wall, it 
shall be lodged in the Sidemen’s Hands, and the Interest 
thereof apply’d to the Use of the Vicar. 
John Addison, Vicar, 


: Ashburner. Tho. Postlethwaite. William Thompson. 
Thos. Ashburner. Wm. Ashburner Junr. William 
Gardner. Wm. Ashburner Sen. Edward Ashburner. 
Tho. Petty. William Wane. Malachi Cranke. Thos. 
Danson. James Hall. John Thompson. Robert Settle. 
John Kendall. John Wilkinson. James Deason, Church- 
warden. 


When we come to later years we find that the 


expenditure of the Parish had considerably increased. 
The cost of the year 1822 was £582 gs. 84d. 


We find a strange jumble of items, e.g. : 
Mary Wilkinson Examined Concerning her Settle- 


ment 4/- gave her 8/- 


Stephen Tyson for Musick Books for Church 4/- 
Mr. Caddy for A Stove Grate Vestry 13/- 
Kitty Bouskell when Sick 14/- 
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Thos. Turner Sallery for been Clark at Church 5£ 

Do for Washing &c. 4/6 

A Woman for Bringing Mary Rawlinson’s Child 
from Lancaster to the Poor House 9/6 

Jos. Martindale when John Pearson Goods was 
Seased 5/- 

John Garnet Church Wardens Diners &c. £1 17/- 

Mr. Kilner for 2 Summonses 4/- 

Ink for the Vestry /6 

Thos. Salmon for Wm. Robinson to the Amicable 
Society 14/1 

Horse and Cart taking Michel Barrow & Family to 
the Poor House Removed from Kirkby 2/6 


Mr. Petty & Co. for Wood and Sawing Church 
£1 isid 

John Bouskell John Pearson’s Bill 1£f 1s 1d (Query 
Was this to release his goods ?) 

John Postlethwaite as per Bill for Meal Ale &c. 
£109 

Wm. Slater 10 Bus of Lime (Church) 12/6 

John Chamney 3 Tons of Slate for Church £3 12/- 

Mathew Dickinson for taking Care of John Jackson’s 
Cows when Sease Per R (?)1/- (Was this a 
distraint ?) 

For A Man to Serve in the Militia for(£4 14 6 
Rich. Huntingham 

Expences of Hiring & Swearing Z1 6 

Rd. from 39 Subscribers 2/6 £417 6 

Postage of 60 Letters 12 at 10d 33 at gd 
15 at 3d £1 18 6 
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THE PARSON’S NOTE BOOK. 


Scattered through the Church books, sometimes 
written in the registers themselves, are stray records of 
events, some of them having no connexion with the 
Church. 

At the top of one page in the Registers Parson Holme 
notes :— 


“ Memdm. That a sheep was Roasted on the Ice 
on Great Urswick Tarn ffebuary Ist, 1739.” 


An earlier entry at the end of the first book of 
Registers reads :— 


“ Anno Dni. 1619. 


Mdm. That the watch of the Beackon was lefte the 
tenthe daye of June att Henery Heslewood of 
Bardsey 

Thomas Fell of Bardsey did take the tar barell 
away the same day from the beackon.” 


This is a curious statement. The Beacon is on 
Birkrigg, and was evidently the old place from which 
the inhabitants were warned of approaching danger. 
It is interesting to find that even so recently as the year 
1619 it was kept ‘“‘ charged.” The statement looks as if 
a change was being made in the appointment of watch- 
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man, and that the previous warder resented his 
deposition. The next entry is interesting in this 
connexion. It runs:— 


** Constables for this yeare 1619 
Thomas Fell of Bardsey & . 
John Hodgeshon of Lytle Urswicke”’ 


Again in the Registers we find :— 


“‘ Nicholaus Marshall inducitur in Vicaria de Urswick 
ado die Februarij 1620 p. Gulielmum Collier 
de Dalton 


Antonie Studdert Clarke of Vrswicke chosen the 
first tuesday after Easter 1621 


Henrie Kirkbie Clarke of Vrswicke chosen the first 
tewsdaie after Easter 1631 


Memorand: that the Cushion for thee pulpitt was 
made against Easter 1622 


Item at the same tyme a new Communion booke 
was bought for the Clarke C. St. S. C 


Edward Fleminge Clarke of Vrswicke chosen 
Februarie the 27th 1641 


Edward Fleming elected and approved Register 
for the Parishe of Vrswicke Touchinge Mariages 
Birthths & Burials of all sorts of people by a 
late Acte Novembr. the 8th 1653 


29 April 1769. A Swan killed by swallowing a 
Pike Hook at a Float 


12 May 1769. Three Cynets hatched 
Augt. 1769. Two Cygnets dyed 
Sepr. 1769 the other dyed 


1770 Excessive Wet Sumer. Grain out of Doors 
20 Novr. 


13 May. 5 Cygnets hatch’d. 2 dy’d latter End of 
Sumer 
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4 Feb. 1771. Two Young Swans sent a Present to 
Mr. Sandys Graythwt. 


In September 1762. The Eel Dike was cleaned 
and sunk 18 Inches deeper than before at the 
End of the Crofts, Blaeford and Town Meadow 


28 Jan: 1763. A Bull was roasted upon Urswick 
Tarn, several Races run Country Dances 
performed upon the Ice 


The Summer 1762 the driest ever known. The 
Waters in the Winter 1762 the lowest ever 
remembered. Little Urswick Tarn almost d 
at Candlemas 1768. At its greatest Height 
seven yards below the Cart Way 


3 July 1765. The Duke of Devonshire aged 18 
Years was a fishing upon Urswick Tarn, and 
bathed in the Middle of it 


14 Augt. 1765. The Trench from the Tarn towards 
Clark Beck was cut to serve both as a Fence, 
and for bringing up the Boat. It being a most 
remarkably dry Summer 


June 1765. The Stable at the End of Tho. 
Danson’s Barn built by John Addison Vic & 
Schoolmaster 


July 1766. The School of Little Urswick new 
Slated, End Wall taken down to the Floor, & 
a new Wall raised twenty Inches narrower, 
whereby the Fire Room &c. was enlarged. 
New Window put out in the Fire Room & in 
the End Room. Half of Fire Room & End 
Room new joisted & lathed & plaister’d and 
three new doors made. 


27 Feb. 1767. A Pair of Swans put upon Urswick 
Tarn being a Present from Mr. Bradshaw of 
Halton Hall near Lancaster, to John Addison 
& Rowld, Briggs Farmers of the Tarn 
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8 May 1767. After six Weeks Sitting the Swans 
brought forth a Brood of nine Young ones 


30 June 1767. The old Swans, having made 
several Rambles & attempts to get of, towards 
ye Sands, wth. their Brood, were sent back to 
Lancaster, & ye Young ones kept 


The Young Swans rambling down the Water 
Course to Skelding Moor, two of them were 
there kill’d by Foxes, the latter End of Sumer 
1767 


Perch or Bast brought from Dalton Tarn to Great 
Urswick Tarn, by John Addison 1759 


1764. Tench & Carp put into Great Urswick Tarn 
21 April 1773. My Mare foled.” 

Other entries were made much later. 

“ For the information of my successors. 


The Vicarage House was purchased about 1843 for 
500%, of which sum £200 was got from Queen 
Anns Bounty (a Benefaction): 276£ raised by 
voluntary contributions: and the remaining 
sum, conveyance and other expenses, were 
paid out of Queen Ann’s Bounty money 
belonging to the Church 


The Paddock adjoining was bought at the same 
time from the same owner (Miss Ponsonby, 
daughter of the late Vicar) for £100 paid 
entirely from Q. Ann’s Bounty money belong- 
ing to the Church. M. Forrest 


In this Parish the Vicar has the sole and entire 
appointment of Parish Clerk which right has 
been exercised by me agreeably to ancient 
practice 

Matthias Forrest 
Vicar 
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See 
Terrier 


The well belongs exclusively to the Vicar. There 
is no right of way through or into the Paddock. 
M. Forrest. 


March 1855. ‘Two yew trees planted in our Church 
yard, one on each side the large Church Gate. 
James Ashburner, of Bardsea, planted one, 
(left on entering) and *Malachi Cranke of 
Hawkfield the other. (right) 


This same year (1855) Mrs. Smith and daughter of 
Bankfield presented our Church with cushions 
for Pulpit and Reading Desk, also with new 
Books for same. 


A short time ago, Mrs. Petty of Wellhouse gave 
us an oak Chair for the Altar. also an Altar 
Cloth. : 


About same time Mrs. Ashburner of Holmbank 
gave a new East Window, which cost about 
100f. 

Revd. Richard Gwillym, Incumbent of Ulverston, 
and rural Dean, put the painted Glass out of 
old East Window into the Window next it on 
the south side of the Church, filling up with 
other Glass. The expense to him about 20. 


Revd. John Jackson, Vicar of Dodderhill put in 
the painted Window (the glass) on the south 
side of the nave. The new window on the 
same side near to the Gallery was given by 
George Petty Esq. of Ulverston, abt. the same 
time. George Remington of Ulverston gave 
us new Books for Altar. Also a silver Paten 
for the Bread. Also napkins for use at 
Sacrament. 


The harmonium was given to the Church in the 


year 1864 it was paid for by subscription in 
the parish. 
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The shrubs were planted in Heine 
the church yard in 1863. 


About the year 1850, the 
Chancel & Vestry of 
Urswick Church were 
rebuilt, at a cost of 
£173-7-3. This sum 
was raised by Voluntary 
Contributions. List of 
Contributors lost.” 


CUSTOMS AND STORIES. 


It was the rule to begin cock fighting on Shrove 
Tuesday, the first venue being at Little Urswick. The 
stakes were almost always merely nominal, a pound of 
ginger-snaps procured for 5d. from the basket of some 
old woman, who plied her trade on the Green. The 
cottagers kept as a rule a couple of hens and.a cock, 
and reared a brood or so of chickens, fought the better 
of the cockerels and ate the rest. This was a far 
cheaper amusement than the present sport of trail- 
hounds. Contests took place in the neighbouring 
villages throughout Lent, and terminated with a grand 
meeting at Stainton, where frequently two pits had to 
be provided in order to get through the day’s sport. 


Tom Turner was parish clerk in Mr. Ponsonby’s 
time. There were two of this name, father and son, and 
another son William, commonly called Billy Turner, 
who were in turn clerks; Billy was a blacksmith and 
had a smithy opposite the (present) Derby Arms where 
the old village cross stood. Old Tom Turner was very 
poor when appointed clerk. He had his fees and a 
payment of 4d. per house if kept by a married couple, 

-or 2d. if by a widow or widower. To keep him off the 
parish £5 a year was given him from the Rates. He 
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was very keen over his fees; he used to say “he did 
not keer wha deed, or whar they deed, so as they came 
to Ossik to be buried.” He shocked people by his 
roughness and irreverence over funerals. 

One of the clerk’s duties after morning service was to 
call the sales. He went out of the porch a few steps 
into the Churchyard, probably by a Sundial now non- 
existent, crying ‘‘Draw near! Draw near!” and then 
gave out the notices. They largely consisted of stick- 
wood sales. Once he gave a warning against trespass- 
ing in Stoads Wood and ended with the terrible 
intimation that if any persisted in going into the wood 
“they mud tak what they wud git.” The people, 
either wittingly or unwittingly, took his words literally. 
They did go into the wood and they did take what they 
could get. 

Tom Turner was once in difficulty in setting the key 
on the pitch-pipe for the psalm before the sermon. 
Mr. Ponsonby was preaching. After a third ineffectual 
attempt on the choristers’ part the vicar interrupted 
with a deep voiced ‘Let us pray.” But Turner was 
not to be so easily obliterated; in audible tones he 
exclaimed “ thy praying, t'Psalm cums afore 
t’Sarmon.” 

Turner received 4d. from every married householder 
in the parish. He collected this when the parson and 
wardens were round tithing. The usual question put to 
him was :— 


‘* Well what’s thy sum, Tom ?”’ 
His invariable answer was :— 
‘‘ Fourpence, but sixpence if you please.” 


The final word being drawn out with suppliant 
eagerness. 


The ‘‘ cow-chain”’ served other purposes besides that 
for which it was destined. I think it was at times used for 
‘‘ roping’ the bridegroom at weddings. Inthe Church 
books I find the following Latin Elegiacs and English 
rendering of them :— 
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1st. Tot fortunati sine morbo sint tibi menses, 
Tempore quot verno, parturit Hybla favos. 

2nd. Non prius incurras duri contagia morbi, 
Quam sese immiti copulet agna lupo. 


3rd. Sint tibi tot nummi, tot opes, aurique talenta, 
Poma quot Alcinoi nobilis hortus alit. 


1st. So many happy Days we wish you still, 
As there are Honey-Combs on Hybla’s Hill. 

2nd. We wish you never sick may be, 
Till Wolves and Lambs do well agree. 

3rd. We wish you as much Wealth, Silver & Gold 
As Apples in an Orchard may be told. 

What we have got we thankfully receive 

Therefore Bridegroom, free Passage you shall have. 
(This to be said after). 


There is a story going of a farmer who had regaled 
himself none too wisely at the ‘‘General Burgoyne” 
entering the Church porch to slumber off the effects. 
When he awoke, finding the chain, he imagined he was 
«in limbo,” and was forced to wait for daylight to realise 
his true position. 


Before Bardsea became a separate ecclesiastical 
parish, the funerals from that village naturally came to 
Urswick. It was the custom of the mourners when 
they reached the top of the Hagg, in sight of the Church, 
to begin singing a Psalm, the melody of their chant 
being accompanied by the tolling of the Harington bell 
in the valley below. 


Until the year 1826 Rushes were annually brought for 
the floor of the Church on or about S. Michael’s Day. 


The first winnowing machine in the village was made 
by the Deasons, wheelwrights and joiners, at Hagg End, 
for Mr. Taylor. Mr. Taylor was maternal grandfather 
of Mr. Stables who was born about 1802. Before the 
advent of the machine the farmers used to take their 
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corn up on Birkrigg and winnow it on the breezy 
heights. The place was called the ‘* winnowing hole,” 


The original name for Turn Car, the glebe field in 
Much Urswick, was Rye-garth. The newer name is | 
said to have come thus. The field is on a steep slope. 
Once when carting hay, the cart turned over, but 
following the slope regained its proper position after a 
complete turn. ‘ Reet,” cried one of the spectators. 
But the impetus of the turn was too much for the cart; 
it continued its downwards course, a second time arriving 
on its wheels. ‘Reet again,’ cried the loquacious 
spectator. But the cart had no stability; over again it 
went till it regained its true position on the flat at the 
bottom of the field, when the excited observer cried :— 
‘‘ Reet again, by ” Hence the name Turn Car. 


Urswick Tarn formerly had on its surface patches of 
broad-leaved water-lilies. It is still the home of water- 
hens and coots, though these latter are not so numerous 
asofyore. The facetious tongues of the outside parishes 
make fine play over the ‘‘ Ossik Coots,” assigning the 
name to the human as well as the feathered inhabitants 
of the village. Outside the limits of their parish ‘‘ Ossik- 
folk.” have a certain reserve of tongue—though within 
their own bounds the reserve altogether disappears. 
This reserve is sometimes mistaken for thick-headedness, 
and then jibes fly and the tale of the knife, the solitary 
one the parish possessed, is apt to be told. It runs 
thus :— 

In days when steel was at a premium the parish 
owned but one knife, a communal possession. It was 
kept driven into the bark of a particular and well-known 
tree in the centre of the parish. Any wanting it sought 
it there, and should it be absent and in use, he took his 
station beneath the tree shouting lustily from time to 
time :-—‘ Whittle here! Whittle here!” 

One day a dire calamity arose; a good two thirds of 
the folk were beneath the tree screaming the one against 
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the other for the desired “ Whittle.” But it came not. 
Inquiry discovered that it had last been seen in the 
hands of the village fool, the ‘‘loony” of the community. 
This individual when sought out and questioned owned 
that he had taken it; when its work was done he was 
far from the tree and pressed for time, so he hid it ina 
well-marked spot till the opportunity arose for returning 
it to the tree. The well-marked spot was where a little 
cloud made a dark blot on the sun-bathed plough lands! 

Outsiders choose to consider the hider a fair type of 
the Ossik Coots. 


NOTES. 


I. Francis Gastrell, Bp. of Chester, sent forth to all 
parishes carefully prepared questions, from the answers 
to which he composed his “ Notitia Cestriensis.” 
Amongst the Church papers is a duplicate of Henry 
Holme’s, the Vicar’s, answers. The questions, printed 
within brackets, are supplied. 


‘“‘ A true and perfect Copy of ye Return to ye Bp. of 
Chester’s Queries. Apll. rgth 1722. 
To the Right Revd. ffather in God ftrancis Ld. Bp. 
of Chester. 
Answer to the Queries. 


(1. Have you any Free School, or other Schools, 
within your Parish or Chapelry ?) 


Answer to 1st. Q. One free grammer Schoole in 
Little Urswick and no more. 


(2. By whom was it erected or founded ?) 


Ans. to 2d. Q. Founded by Wm. Marshall of 
Lambeth in the County of Surrey. 


(3. Who hath the nomination of the Master ?) 
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Ans. to 3d. Q. Twelve Govers. most of which live 


(4. 


in the parish and as one Gover. dies the 
Survivrs. have power by the Last Will of the 
Said Wm. Marshall and a patten from the, 
Crown to ellect another in his place. 


What Lands, Rents, Stipends, Money, or. Vi 


other Income belongeth to it, and by whom | 
given ?) 


Ans. to 4th Q. Fifteen pound in Money p. Roum 


(5. 


Given by the aforesaid Wm. Marshall to be 
paid out of the Issues and profits of the 
Mannour of Brantingthorp in the County of 
Leicester. 


In whose Custody are the Deeds, Wills, or 
other Writings, by which such Lands, Rents, 
etc. were given ?) 


Ans. to 5th Q. In the Custody of Thos. Brig of. 


(6. 


Great Urswick one of the Govers. 

Is there any other Gift, or Legacy to any other 
charitable Use within your Parish or Chapelry? 
if there be give particular Account of it ?) 


Ans. to 6th Q. A Gift of Twenty Pound given by 


(7. 


Thos. Fell of great Urswick to be lent out att 
Interest by the twelve or side-men of the 
Parish of Urswick who are to pay the Interest 
of the Said 20f each year to ye Vicar as is 
express’d in the last will and Testmt. of the 
said Thos. Fell. 

Into how many Townships, Hamlets, Villages, 
Quarters, &c. is your Parish or Chapelry 
divided ?) 


Answer to 7th Q. Only one Townshipp besides 


(8. 


one Town call’d Stainton which belongs to the 
townshipp of Leese in the Parish of Aldingham. 


Is there any other Part, District, or Division 


of your Parish or Chapelry that goes by any 
other particular Name ?) 


o\ he 


URSWICK CHURCH AND PARISH. 47 


Ans. to 8th Q. No. 


(9. Have you any Ancient Seats, Halls, Granges, 
and how called ?) 


Ans. to 9th Q. One Ancient Seat call’d Berdsea 
-. hall. 


(to. How many Church-wardens, or Chapel- 

+ - wardens, have you within your Parish ?) 

Af. to roth Q. Four Churchwardens. 

(11. Ifnot chose as the 89th Canon directs, give 
an Account of the Custom and manner of 
chusing them ?) 

Ans. to 11th Q. Chose as the 89 Cannon Directs. 

(12. For what Township, Quarter, &c. does each 
Warden Serve ?) 

Ans. to 12th Q. One for Stainton cum Adgarley 
one for Little Urswick Bolton Boltonheads 
and Beckside one for great Urswick and one 
for Berdsea. 

(13. Is your Parish Clerk chose as the gist Canon 
directs, or by whom is he chosen ?) 


Ans. to 13th Q. Our Parish Clerk Chose as the gt 
Canon Directs. 


(14. What Salery or Income belongs to him ?) 


Ans. to 14th Q. The Clerks Salery arises thus 
Every Married Couple in the Parish pay to 
him yearly four pence and every Widdowr. and 
Widdow 2 pence. 

(15. Have you any particular Custom of making 
Lays, or Assessments ?) 

Ans. to 15th Q. The Assesmt. for the Church is 
laid by the Quindecim commonly, valled 
Quindam, 


(16. Have you any particular Custom of Collecting 
such Assessments ?) 
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Ans. to 16th Q. The Churchwardens collect it. 

(17. Have you any particular, or unusual Custom 
of Tything ?) 

Ans. to 17th Q. No. 

(18. Have you any remarkable Custom of any 
kind within your Parish or Chapelry ?) 

Ans. to 18th Q. One, every householder in the 
parish pays two pence to the Vicar once every 
3 years as a due for Cera Panis. 

Test. Hen. Holme.” 


II. Nicholas Bardsey, the last of the male line of 
Bardsey Hall, died 1586. In his will (quoted by J. F. 
Curwen, Trans. C. & W. A. & A. Soc. N.S. VI) he desires 
his body to be ‘“‘buryed in my parishe Churche of 
Urswicke nighe to the place where the bodye of Anne 
Bardesey my wief was laid.’’ The mural brass in the 
Church is to a descendant of his. It runs :— 


“Dorothy, daughter of Alexander and Dorothy 
Butler, of Toderstaff, died at Bardesea Hall, in 
the sixth yeare of her age, Sept. 26th, 1687.” 


The descent runs: 
Nicholas Bardsey. 


| 
James Anderton=Dorothy 

| 
Thomas Singleton=Dorothy 
Alexander Butler=Dorothy 


Dorothy (to whom the brass was 
erected). 


III. Czra Panis. This term has puzzled many. 
Rev. F. R. Raines who edited the “ Notitia Cestriensis” 
in a foot-note wrongly connects it with a charge on the 
Chantry at Bolton, which forms. the subject of the next 
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note. This mistake has been followed by others. 

Mr. Edward Peacock, F.S.A., of Wickentree House, 
Kirton-in-Lindsey, Lincs., in a private answer to a 
question in N. & Q., makes a suggestion that seems to 
entirely solve the difficulty. 

He reads it as Cera e¢ Panis, Wax for the use of the 
Altar and Holy Bread, Panis Benedictus. He writes :— 


‘© Wax was a common payment—usually under the 
name wax-shot, or wax-vent in pre-reformation 
days, but in some places it survived long after, 
though one does not see the justice of the 
charge when the ritual use of candles had 
ceased. At Aslacby and Milthorpe, Lincoln- 
shire, in an Elizabethan document a payment 
of this kindis recorded. I published this paper 
in the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries 
and Series Vol. XIV. p. 232. 


In 1481 an arbitration took place between the 
Abbots of Peterborough and Crowland ; among 
many other things, mention is made of ‘a 
certen rent of wax yerly.’ Dugdale. Monas- 
ticon, last ed. Vol. I. p. 399 col. 1. 

Wax shot is also mentioned in Henry VIII. Valor 
Ecclesiasticus Vol IV. p. 133. col. 2. 

Dr. Rock in his ‘‘ Church of our Fathers.” Ed. 
1853, mentions this payment Vol. III. part II. 
p. 110, and refers to it as existing in Anglo- 
Saxon times, giving as references Thorpe’s 
Edition of Laws of Ethelred I. 343, and Laws 
of Cnute I. 367. ‘ 


Panis, as I know you are well aware, means the 
holy bread distributed at Mass. Though all 
is clear enough about this, and it yet continues 
to be distributed in France, certain people, 
who really ought to know better, persist 
in confounding this leavened bread with the 

y Blessed Eucharist. I wrote an article in ‘“‘ The 
Antiquary ” some twenty yeary ago in the hope 
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of enlightening these rane but have very 
often met with the error since. 


At Urswick in post-retormation times the cera panis 
continued to be collected for the benefit of the vicar, 
who doubtless strove to justify his action in demanding 
it by providing out of his own pocket the bread and the 
wine used for the Sacrament on Good Friday and 
Easter Day, the parish providing at other times. 


IV. About the year 1300 Robert de Denton, Abbot 
of Furness, granted a Licence to Sir Richard de 
Coupland, to found a Chantry in his Chapel of Bolton 
in Urswick, and Sir Richard gave annually four pounds 
of wax to the Mother Church of Urswick, on the Feast 
of S. Michael, for the good of his soul, and apparently 
as a compensation for any damage the Mother Church 
might sustain by this new foundation. 


V. The Grammar School, now a public elementary 
school, was founded by William Marshall in 1585, 
Queen Elizabeth granting a Charter. Nicholas Bardsey 
was one of the original twelve Governors. 


Wm. Marshall’s Will was proved Jan. 20,1579. He 
ordains that :— 


‘‘ The reasidue of the proffitts of the saide parsonage 
to be ymployed by the said Christofer towardes 
the makinge findinge and erecting of a freescole 
eyther in little vrswicke in the countie of 
Lancaster or in Morchehadm aforesaide (Hertf) 
at his discreation with the consent of the said 
Archebisshoppe of Canterburye and of my 
Supervisors hereafter in this my Will menconed,. 


Item I geve twentie poundes to be bestowed wthin 
the parishe of Vrswick at the discretion of my 
executor or executors.” 


VI. In the Church wardens accounts for the year 
1810 appears the item :— 
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“Richard Holden for one days work in repairing 
Altar Piece 3s. 6d.” 


We also find :— 
*¢ Robert Atkinson Great Urswick ale for Singers ros. 
John Kendal Little Urswick do. for Ringers 5s.” 


In 1810 or 1811 the porch was flagged at a total cost 
of £1 13s. 5d. 
VII. Resolutions. 

‘*We the Sidesmen of the Parish of Urswick do 
certify that twenty Pounds formerly left by 
the last Will and Testament of Thomas Fell to 
the Sidesmen of Urswick for the benefit of the 
Church, was laid out in conjunction with two 
Hundred Pounds Queens Anne’s Bounty in 
the Purchase of a Field for the augmentation 
ot the Church called Low Out Field of the late 
George Coward of Ulverston in the Year of our 
Lord one thousand eight Hundred and Seven. 


As Witness our Hands this twentieth Day of May 
one thousand eight Hundred and Ten. 
Malachi Cranke 

Thos. Postlethwaite 
John Hunter 

Wm. Gardner 

Geo. Ashburner 
John Whaley 


At a public vestry holden in the Church at Urswick 
on Wednesday the roth of January 1823, it 
was agreed unanimously to advance eighteen 
guineas by the Parish (exclusive of the Division 
of Stenton) being two guineas bounty each, for 
nine men who volunteered to serve in the 
Local Militia, as witness our hands. 

Mark Higgin Overseer 
Thos. Postlethwaite 
Wm. Gardner 

’ John Whaley 
M. Cranke ” 
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VIII. “March the 4th Anno Doni 1702 
Manerium 
de The same day came Edmund Petty of 


Muchland Wellhouse in ffurness in the County of 
Lancaster, Yeoman, and Esther Petty 
his Wife (the said Esther being solely 

and secretly examined) and Jane Petty of Wellhouse 
aforesaid Widow, before me William Simpson gen 
Steward there and in open Court surrendered into the 
Hands of the Lord of the said Mannor All that their 
Messuage and Dwelling house at Hagg-end in Great 
Urswicke in ffurness aforesaid with all the Appurtences 
and alsoe All that Close 
there called Turncarre or 
Rygarth containeing one 
acre of arrable Land-or 
pasture ground, and the 
Hempland adjoyning 
thereunto, with all their 
and every of their Rights 
members and appur- 
tences, on the North-East 
Side of the Highway, 
being of the Annual and 
Yearly Rent of Two Shillings or thereabouts. To the 
use of the Minister of Urswicke for thr time being and 
his successors To have and to hold unto the present 
minister of Urswicke Mr. Richard Swainson and to his 
successors Ministers of Urswicke successively and after 
another for ever, To the use of such Minister there, 
and, his successor for ever Provided always that it shall 
and may be Lawfull for every such successive Minister 
there and his Successors for ever to enjoy the same 
and to Receive the Rents and profitts thereof for ever, 
for the maintainance of a Preaching Minister there 
and not otherwise, he and they Yearly paying all Rents 
fines and services due and accustomed 


Salvo & 
Capt. Die et Anno Supradicto coram 
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W. M. Simpson 
Deu Stew ibidem ” 


(Surrender of property at Hagg-end to the use of the 
Minister of Urswick. Copied from a surrender amongst 
the deeds at Wellwood.) 


IX. The Church is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. It bore the name of S. Mary in the Fields. 
It is also associated with S. Michael, and is stated by 
Bp. Gastrell to be dedicated to him in conjunction with 
S. Mary. S. Michael’s Day is closely connected with 
the various Charities of the Parish, and it seems 
possible that in post-reformation times S. Michael’s 
name may have been brought into prominence through 
the desire to avoid any suspicion of papacy that the 
dedication to S. Mary might convey. 


pa The Lancashire Chartuary P. 565. 


“It is interesting to note that we have again refer- 
ence to the contention of the monks of Furness, 
that Urswick was or had been the mother 
church of Ulverston and Pennington. It 
would appear that at some early period before 
the Conquest, Urswick had been the caput of 
almost the whole of the Eastern half of 
Furness.” 


XI. Inscription on a brasson the floor of the Chancel. 


‘Fond man, why art thou such a sot 

To dote on that which soon is not ? 
Leave thy sinful lusts and pleasure, 
Which thou delight’st in above measure. 
Repent in time before too late, 

And think upon approaching fate. 

Thou must ere long be brought down low 
And rest in dust as I do now, 

Hopeing to rise again and be 

Blest with my Christ eternally. 
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JACOBUS BARWICK Obiit 

Decimo die Novembris 

1695 Anno aetatis Trigessimo Secundo. 

Virtus post funera Vivit.” 
James Barwick died at Bardsea Hall. 
XII. It is a somewhat curious fact that most of the 

land in the parish of Urswick is farmed from home-. 
steads within the village—a remnant of earlier and un- 
settled times when men were wont to congregate for the 
sake of company and protection. These village farms 
create much of the life and picturesqueness of the place. 
There is the string of cows on their twice-a-day journey 
to the milking byre, there are the horses returning from 
plough or other labour in the fields, the sheep pattering 
on the road as they are brought to the farm-buildings 
for salving or dipping. The varied occupations of the 
farm, in byegone days—the churning, the cheese-press- 
ing, the thud of the flail, the sorting of roots, killed the 
monotony of the constant rattle of the looms, the tap- 
tap of the cordwainer’s shop or the heavier clang from 
the smithy. For in those bye-gone days village 
industries were fostered. Home-spun flax and wool 
were home-woven in the village. Boots and shoes and 
clogs were constructed at the village workshop. They 
cost rather more than the present town-bought foot 
gear, and lasted ten times as long. House-wives made 
their own preserves, instead of selling their garden 
produce for a few pence, and buying ready-made jam, 
—the skilfully concealed concoction of turnips and 
carrots—for the winter’s need. Now-a-days, failing the 
-mines there is nothing left but Emigration or the Work- 
house. Most of the village industries are dead, slain 
because people refuse to spend their money in their 
own community. 


VICARS OF URSWICK. 


c. 1150 DaNIEL LE FLEMING, 
He became Rector of Aldingham 1180 


1260 
Gye 288 
ey P1981 
c. 1404 
Cc. 1530 
1535 
1546" 
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W. vE MELMERBI 
presented to the Vicarage die SS. Simonis 
et Judee. 


WILLIAM DE BoviLu 
WILLELMUS NORMANDE. 
JOHANNES. 

Tuomas Herryson or Harrison 


Tuomas HarTELEY 
Patron the Monastry of S. Mary de Furnes 


7 WILLIAM Sawry. 
Patrons Hugh & Walter Askew. 


He seems to have been of a quarrelsome nature; he 
makes plaint in the Duchy Court. 


« William Sawry Vicar of Urswick, in the County of 


Lancaster, complained that when he and 
Henry Bromthwate Chaplain, & servant to 
plaintiff were in God’s peace & the King’s, one 
Anthony Rigge & Cuthbert Rigge & six other 
persons to plaintiff unknown, on St. Stephen’s 
day last (1548), about nine o’clock at night, 
assembled at Hawkesyde in the county of 
Lancaster with force & arms, to wit, with 
swords, bucklers, staves, bills, clubs, daggers 
& other weapons defensive, & assaulted the said 
Henry Bromthwate in the house of Miles 
Rigg, where the said Henry is tabled, & would 
have murdered him if he had not fled into a 
chamber but the inhabitants of the town came 
and with greyt payn and busyness Interrupted 
the said evill disposed persons of theyr 
devellysshe purpose. Not content with this, 
the said Cuthbert & Anthony Rigg, Robert 
Sandes, and other riotous & lyght persons to 
the number of twenty assembled in manner of 
a tumult or insurreccion at Hawkesed the 15 
of January last about twelve o’clock at night, 
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and assaulted the house of Gyles Kendall in 
Hawksed wherein plaintiff then lodged, broke 
open the outer gate of the house & would have 
forced the inner gate but that it & the walls 
were too strong. When defendants saw they 
could not get into the house they called upon 
plaintiff to come out of it for they would have 

one of his arms or legs before going 
away. They stayed there threatening him 
until the next day, when the country round 
about heard of the said riot and met together 
to rescue plaintiff from defendants who then 
withdrew. Moreover, before the said 15th 
day of January & since, defendants have often 
assembled to try to murder plaintiff who in 
consequence has often been in danger of his 
life. 


Plaintiff prays that the King’s dred letter of Privy 


1554 


1558 
1580 
1585 


1620 


Seal may be directed to the said Cuthbert 
Rigg & others to appear to answer the present.” 


Henry Woopsury 

Q. Mary presented June 2d Ratione Ducat. 
Lanc: 

Tuomas Dosson 

Presented by Phil: & Mary. 

JaMEs SalIER OR SAYER 

Presented by Queen Elizabeth. 

Witiiam LINDOWE 

Presented by Bp. Chaderton of Chester 
NicHotas MarsHALL 

Presented by Robt Curwen, Chris: Gardner, 
Tho. Fell, Tho. Marshall, (Gents) 


On 4th Dec. 1646, the Committee for Plundered 
Ministers made report on Mr. Marshall as follows :— 


“VYpon complaint made that Nicholas Marshall, 


from whome the Rectorie of Urswick in the 
Countie of Lancaster is sequestred by the 
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Committee of the said Countie, contynueth in 
the possession of the said viccarage and offici- 
ateth there, it is ordered that the Committee of 
parliament for the said Countie doe, and they 
are hereby desired to, remove the said Mr. 
Marshall out of the said viccarage and Church 
and the possession there-of. And it is further 
ordered that vpon the petitioners producing a 
Certificate, vnder the hands of the godlie 
Ministers of the Neighbourhood, of Mr. 
Millington this Committee will then referre 
him to the Assemblie of divines to examine his 
fitnesse to officiate the said Cure to the end he 
may be setled in the said Church and Viccarage 
there of.” 


Mr. Marshall however held on, for in a survey held 
in 1850 it is reported :— 

“‘ There is belonging to the said Viccaridge A house 
in decay and about 2 acres of Gleab Land And 
that there belongeth to the Viccaridge Wool 
lamb pig goose hay hemp flax & small Tithes 
through the whole parish & that the value of 
the profitts issuing out of the Viccaridge and 
belonging to the Vicar Amounts to £20 per 
ann. And further, that the vicar officiating 
the Cure of the Church is Mr. Nicholas 
Marshall, both Vicar of the Church and Maister 
of a free Scoole, but that he is scandalous in 
his life and negligent in both his callings.” 

I am inclined to think that Mr. Marshall’s real fault 
in the eyes ofthe Parliamentarians was that he refused 
to comply with their narrow creed. We see from the 
Registers that children from many of the neighbouring 
parishes were brought to him for Baptism. 

He was shrewd enough to get his own Clerk appointed 
Register in accordance with the Act of Nov. 8, 1653. 

‘Geo. Fox, who had much to say about the iniquities of 
the neighbouring clergy, was silentin Mr. Marshall’scase. 
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1660 GeEorGE INMAN. 
Presented by Sir Jordan Crosland Knt. 


1681 THomas INMAN. 
Presented by Ant. Turner (V of Dalton) 
Tho. Marshall, Joh: Cockenskell, Chris: 
Gardner, Tho. Fell (Redman Hall) & Will: 
Postlethwaite (Yeoman). 


1696 RicHARD SWAINSON. 
Presented by rectors & parishioners of 
Urswick. Afterwards Vicar of Hawkshead. 


1714 . Henry Hotme. 
Presented by 42 parishioners. 23 others 
nominated Alexander Bagot; each party 
consisted of true & real patrons, but the 23 
yielded to the greater number, who had like 
wise much the greater share in the Tyths 
and Patronage appendant. 


1747 JOHN ADDISON. 
Presented by Chris: Wilson & other Inhabit- 
ants. 


Mr. Addison had been for some years Schoolmaster 
before he became Vicar. He lodged in a cottage in 
Little Urswick, now (1906) tenanted by Mr. Thos. 
Jackson, the carrier. He paid g/- per week for board 
and lodging, and when his landlady wished to make the 
charge 11/-, he exclaimed against the extortion and 
declared that sooner than pay such an exorbitant sum 
he would set up house-keeping ; so he stayed on at the 
old rate. 

1788 Wu LLiAM ASHBURNER 
Presented by Inhabitants & Landowners. 
John Bolton the geologist writes :— 
“The Ancient Free School where Rev. William 
Ashburner, vicar of Urswick presided. Our 


parson was a kind & good master, & at the 
annual ‘ barring out’ quietly submitted to have 
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a little dirty water thrown over him when he 
attempted to storm our barricade, and as he 
never could succeed, being always forced to 
retreat, it was not with frowns and threatenings 
for another time, but with a good-natured 
smile at his defeat. We were then free to 
choose our Captains and clerks for the annual 
foot-ball match, who were also our commanders 
for the cock-fights on Shrove-Tuesday, at the 
ancient cock-pit ring, on the upper side of the 
green in the centre of the village. In the holy 
& humane pastime carried on at this ring, on 
Shrove-Tuesday, of the years 1796-98, the 
vicar presided in gown and bands, and might 
be seen running round the ring, being then a 
strong and active man, but instead of preaching 
a sermon, or reciting passages of Scripture to 
his unruly parishionrs to keep them quiet, 
he used a more persuasive and _ irresistible 
argument,—a nice little two handed cudgel. 

We are not to presume from the above sketch, that 
the Rev. Vicar wasa bad Man, onthecontrary, 
from our own Knowledge he was a Kind- 
hearted Christian minister, a scholar and a 
gentleman, beloved by his pupils and generally 
by his parishioners. But times are altered, 
70 years have made many changes, and 
although cock-fighting is now abolished by 
Act of Parliament, a portion of the cock-pit 
ring still remains on Urswick Green.” 


Mr. Asburner published a Bowdlerised version of the 
Bible for the benefit of his Scholars. 


1800 foun Baitks (or BaIiLey 
resented by Inhabitants & Landowners 


1805 WuLLiamM PoNnsonBy 
Presented by Resident Landowners 
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1841 MattTuias Forrest 


Do Do 
1861 James GALE 
Do Do 
1878 RoBeRT BurLaND BILLINGE 
Do Do 
1902 —THomas Norton PosTLETHWAITE 
Do Do 


(Amongst other sources of information I have made 
use of some Extracts collected by Mr. John Dobson, 
Schoolmaster of Urswick). 


CHURCHWARDENS. 


1552. John Marshall, Robt. Garner, John Wylkinson, 
Ric. Byrdesey, Rycherde Johnson, William 
Harrington 


1711. I. Fleming, R. Briggs, W. Thompson. 


1712 & 13. Wm. Ashburner, Hagend M. U. — Shaw, 
Bolton heads, James Haw (?) Berdsey, Chris- 
topher Gardner, S& A 


1714. Wm. Addison. M. U. John Marshall. S & A. 
Tho: Fell. L. U. Edward Greaves for James 
Denny Estate in Berdsey. 


1715. Christopher Fell S & A. Christopher Gardner. 
M. U. Edward Greaves. B. Wm. Ashburner. 
Lau 


1716. Wm Richardson. S & A. Wm Tompson. L. U. 
Wm Taylor. G. U. Wm. Nickerson. B. 


1717. Leonard Crewdson. S & A. Richd Berdsea. B. 
Wm Crank for Wm Walling estate. L. U. Wm 
Gardner. G. U. 


1718. 


TEZIO. 


1720. 


1721, 


1722. 


1723. 


1724. 
1725. 


1726. 


1728. 
1729. 


. 1730. 
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Thomas Briggs. G. U. Wm Ashburner De 
Bolton. S & A. Thos. Postlewt. L. U. Robt. 
Tompson. B. 


Wm. Fell. G. U. John Goad. B. Richd. Wells. 
L. U. Wm Ashburner, of Bolton. S. 


Thos. Greaves. B. Thos. Ashburner. G. U. 
Richd. Youdall. L. U. & B. Samuell Turner. 
S.& A. 


Thomas Gardner. S. & A. Richd. Coward. L. U. 
Thos. Harrington. G. U. John Crewdson. B. 
Jon. Park. B. uy 


George Pos- 
tlwt. G. U. 


son. Lb. U. 
Jon. Marshall _ 
S. & A. 


a Ellithorne. 
B. John Cock- 
enshell. G. U. 
James Shaw. L. U. Richd. Barker S. & A. 


Wm. Bell. S..& A. Thos. Danson Junr. L. U. & 
B. Thos. Briggs. G. U. Francis Waler. B. 


Wm. Richardson. S. & A. Wm. Fell. L. U. 
Christopher Gardner. G. U. Thos. Tompson. B. 


Robt. Wilkinson. S. & A. Wm. Ashburner of 
Bolton. L. U. Wm. Ashburner of Midtown. 
G. U. Wm. Denny. B. 


Wm. Tompson. B, John Wane. G. U. Thos. 
Fell. L. U. Henry Hartley. S. & A. 

Mr. Samuell Kilner. B. Ed. Ashburner. G. U. 
William Richardson. L. U. Richd. Walker. S. 


Samuel Turner. S. & A. Wm. Postlewt. L. U. & 
B. & B. John Harrington. G. U. Thos. 
Greaves. B. 
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1731. 
1732. 
1733: 
1734: 


1735: 


1736. 


1737: 


1738. 
1739. 
1740. 
Tat. 


1742. 
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Wm. Bell. S. & A. Wm. Simpson. L. U. & Bol. 
Wm. Ashburner Junr. G. U. Robt. Waler B. 
John Walker. S. & A. Wm. Shaw. Bol. & B. 

John Wilson. G. U. Wm. Ellithorne. B. 

Thos. Marshal. S. & A. John Brown. L. U. 
Thos. Ashburner. G. U. Thos. Tompson. B. 

John Lowther S. & A. Nick. Cranke. L. U. 
John Fleming. G. U. Richd. Waller. B. 

John Briggs. S. & A. Wm. Ashburner De 
Bolton. L. U. George Postlewt. G. U. John 
Jackson of Wellhouse. B. 

Christopher Wilson Esq: B. Mr. Briggs. G. U. 
Mr. Waller (?). L. U. Wm. Richardson. S. & A. 

Christopher Ashburner. S. & A. Thos. Danson. 


L. U. Wm. Coward of Holme banck. G. U. 
Wm. Tompson. B. 


| Samuel Turner. S. & A. Thos. Fell. L. U. Wm. 


Ashburner Younger. G. U. Richd. Kendall. B. 
Chr. Wilson Esq: B. Wm. Hind. G. U. Wm. 
Coward. L. U. Robt. Wilkinson. S. & A. 
Wm. Berdsea. B. Robt. Gardner. G. U. Wm. 

Coward. L. U. John Richardson, S. & A. 
Thos. Fell. S. & A. George Rumley (?). L. U. 

John Kendall. G. U. Thos. Greaves. B. 

John Wilkinson. S. & A. Wm. Fell, L. U. John 

Cockenshell. G. U. Nicholas Tompson. B, 


QURE. Bernard Banck. S. & A. James Shaw. L. U. 


1744. 


1745. 


1746. 


Richd. Chew. G. U.. Wm. Ellithorne. B. 
Robt. Heath. S. John Tompson. L. U. John 
Fleming. G. U. Thos. Tompson. B. 


Christopher Ashburner. S. & A. Wm. Postlewt. 
L. U. George Postlewt. G. U. William 
Tompson. B. 


Christopher Ashburner. S. & A. Wm. Fell. L. 


Ate in 


1747. 


1748. 


1749. 
1750. 
1751. 
1752. 


1753: 


1754- 
1755: 
1756. 
1757: 
1758. 
1759. 
1760. 


1761. 
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U. for Bolton Division. Thos. Sel(?). G. U. 
Thos. Stephenson. B. 


John Welsh. S. & A. Wm. Coward. L. U. Wm. 
Coward. G. U. James Clemison. B. 


James Newby. S. & A. John Seatle. L. U. 
William Ashburner Junr. G. U. Richd. 
Kendall. B. 


Richd. Walker. S. & A. Wm. Shaw. L. U. Wm. 
Fleming. G. U. Fran. Waller. B. 


Thos. Lowther. S. & A. Thos. Fell. L. U. Thos. 
Postlethwt. G. U. Hen. Dawson. B. 


Willm. Inman. S. Thomas Wright. L. U. 
William Gardner. G. U. Robt. Kennel. B. 


John Butler. S. John Thomson. L. U. Chr. 
Cooper. G. U. William Cragg. B. 

James Park. S. Wm. Ashburner Senr: L. U. 
Edwd. Ashburner. Senr. G. U. Willm. 
Thompson. B. 

Henry Hartley. S. William Fell, L. U. Thomas 
Ashburner. G. U. Richd. Chew. B. 

James Coward. S. Thomas Fell. L. U. Edwd. 
Ashburner, Junr. G. U. John Wilkinson. B. 
feun, Newby. S.. Peter Vance, L. U.. ‘Chr. 

Ashburner. G. U. William Strickland. B. 

John Kilner. S. Willm. Coward. L. U. Thos. 
Postlethwt. G. U. Jas Cleminson. B. 

William Gardner. G. U. Thomas Fell. L. U. 
Richd. Kendal. B, John Welsh. S. 

Christopher Cooper. G. U. William Seattle. L. 
U. William Coward. B. John Butler. S. 

Chr. Cooper. G. U. Wm. Seatle. L. U. Wm. 
Coward. B. John Butler. S. 

William Ashburner, Brow End. G. U. William 
Thompson. Junr. L. U. Thos. Stephenson. B. 
Richd. Fell. S. & A. 
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1762. 
1763. 
1764. 
1765. 


1766. 


1767. 
1768. 
1769. 
1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1773- 
1774- 
1775: 
1776. 


1777> 
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Wm. Taylor. G. U. Thos. Fell. L. U. Hen. 
Danson. B. John Wilkinson. S. 

Chr. Ashburner. G. U. William Shaw. L. U. 
William Thompson. B. Henry Hartley. S. 

Thos. Ashburner. G. U. Thos. Danson. L. U. 
Fras. Waller. B. John Newby. S. 

William Fleming. G. U. Anthony Fox. L. U. 
William Elithorne. B. William Nixon. S. 

William Ashburner. Senr. Hag-end. G. U. 
Thomas Wright. L. U. James Cleminson. B, 
John Lowther. S. 

Geffry Stable. G. U. William Thompson. L. U. 
Richard Kendall. Bb. John Wilkinson. S. 

Thos. Postlethwaite. G. U. Thos. Fell. L. U. 
George Thompson. B. Thomas Butler. S. 


William Gardner. G. U. William Coward. L. U. 
James Bowskill. B. Robt. Kendall. S. 


Wm. Ashburner. B. End. G. U. Wm. Postlethwt. 
L. U. Chr. Wilson, Esq: . B. Wm. Gardner S. 

Christopher Ashburner. G. U. Thomas Danson. 
L. U. William Barrow. B. William Nixon. S. 

Cht. Gardner. G. U. Wm. Thompson. L. U. 
Thos. Dawson. B. John Kilner. B. 

Edward Ashburner Junr. G. U. John Kendall. 
L. U. James Chew. B. Luke Harrison. S. 

Thos. Wright. L. U. Willm. Wane. G. U. Wm. 
Robinson. B. Wm. Jackson. A. 


George Ashburner. G. U. Thos. Fell. L. U. 
John Robinson. B. John Wilkinson. S. 

Richd. Sherwin. G. U. Thos. Richardson. L. U. 
James Bowskill. B. John Wedderburne. S. 


William Fleming. G. U. Anthony Fox. L. U. 
George Robinson. B. David Cockerton. S. 


1778. 
1779: 


1780. 


1781. 
1782. 
1783. 
1784. 
1785. 
1786. 
1787. 
1788. 


1789. 


1790. 


1791. 


1792. 
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Chr. Gardner. G. U. Malachi Cranke. L. U. Mr. 
Thos. Petty. B. Wm. Butler. S. 

William Gardner. G. U. Thos. Danson. L. U. 
James Chew. B. Richd. Dickinson S. 

William Ashburner. Bank End. G. U. John 
Kendall. L. U. William Barrow. B. Luke 
Harrison. S. 

Richard Fleming. G. U. John Kendall. L. U. 
Mr. Thos. Petty. B. John Wilkinson. S. 

James Deason. G. U. Thomas Fell, L. U. Geo. 
Thomson. B. James Mount. S. 

Wm. Wane. G. U. Wm. Thompson. L. U. John 
Picthall. S. G. Cleminson. B. 

Thos. Postlethwaite. G. U. John Holme. L. U. 
James Chew. B. Willm. Rigg. S. 

Francis Stephenson. G. U. Robt. Settle. L. U. 
James Bowskill. B. James Briggs. S. 

Thos. Ashburner. G. U. Abrm. Slater. L. U. 
John Kennal. B. Willm. Jackson. S. 

George Kendall. G. U. John Holme. L. U. Thos. 
Robinson. B. Richd. Dickinson. S. 


Richard Stable. G. U. Wm. Holden. L. U. Wm. 
Barrow. B. Arthur Picthall. S. 


Wm. Ashburner, Midtown. G. U. Thos. Danson. 
i. U. Mr. T. Petty. B. David Cockerton. 
ree At 

Geo. Ashburner. G. U. John Richardson. L. U. 
Mr. Thos. Petty. B. Luke Harrison. S. 


Willm. Ashburner. B. End. G. U. Cap. Wm. 
Shaw. L. U. Mr. Thos. Petty. B. John 
Wilkinson. S. 

Willm. Ashburner. B. End. G. U. Cap. Willm. 
Shaw. L. U. Mr. Thos. Petty. B. Robert 
Wilkinson. S. 
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1793: 
1794: 
1795: 
1796. 
1797- 
1798. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802, 
1803. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808, 


1809. 
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Willm. Gardner. G. U. Mr. Cranke. L. U. James 
Bowskell. B. John Picthall. S. 

James Hall. G. U. Anthony Fox. L. U. Thos. 
Dawson. B. John Mount. S. 

William Fleming. G. U. Thos. Fell. L. U. James 
Chew. B. Abrm. Slater. S. 

James Mount. G. U. John Richardson. L. U. 
John Cleminson. B. Thos. Jackson. S. 

James Mount. G. U. John Braithwaite. L. U. 
Hugh Scott. B. Anthy. Woodward. S. 

Richard Holden. G. U. John Richardson. L. U. 
Willm. Story. B. Anthony Woodward. S. 

Thomas Stable. G. U. John Kendal. L. U. 
Richard Atkinson. B. John Jackson. S. 

Mark Higgin. G.-U. John Hunter. L. U. James 
Bouskell. B. Francis Clarke. S. 

John Kendal. G. U. John Hunter L. U. Thos, 
Robinson. B. Arthur Picthall. S. 

Geo. Kendal. G. U. Thos. Holden. L. U. John 
Dickinson. B. Robt. Daniel. S. 

Richd. Fleming. G. U. Thos. Brown. L. U. 
Thos. Gash. B. Wm. Harrison. S. 

Thos. Postlethwaite. G. U. John Russel. L. U. 
Richd. Atkinson. B. Thos. Jackson. S. 

Wm. Ashburner Senr. G. U. Robt. Settle. L. U. 
Wm. Storey, B. Wm. Butler. S. 

Thos. Slater. G. U. Jno. Welch. L. U. James 
Bouskell. B. Robt. Daniel. S. 

Richd. Holden. G. U. Jno. Kendall. L. U. Thos. 
Robinson. B. Jno. Slater. S. 

Geo. Ashburner. G.U. Edmund Craystone. L. U. 
Richd. Holden. B. Richd. Hodgson. S. 

George Ashburner. G. U. John Whaley. L. U. 
Thomas Gash. B. John Picthall. S. & A. 


1810. 
1811. 
1812. 
1813. 
1814. 
1815. 
1816. 


1818. 
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George Ashburner. G. U. John Whaley. L, U. 
Thomas Gash. B. John Picthall. S. & A. 

Thomas Stable. G. U. John Whaley. L. U. 
Thomas Gash. B. John Picthall. A. 

Thomas Stable. G. U. William Stable. L. U. 
John Neale. B. Francis Clark. A. 

William Gardner. G. U. William Stable. L. U. 
William Cranke. A. Henry Neale. B. 

Wm. Gardner. G. U. John Turner. L. U. George 
Robinson. B. Thos. Butler. S. 

Wm. Ashburner. G. U. John Turner. L. U. John 
Chamley. L. U. John Neale. B. John Russel. S. 

John Atkinson. G. U. John Whaley. L. U. John 
Neale. B. Joseph Jackson. S. 

George Postlethwaite. G. U. Wm. Cranke. L. U. 
George Robinson. B. Wm. Butler. S. 


The list of Wardens is missing for something over 20 
years. The following note by Mr. Forrest may account 
for the fact :— 


‘A Parish book has been missing ever since the 


1842. 


1843. 
1844 


last vacancy of the Living. On the demise of 
my Predecessor the Parish Books were of 
course taken possession of by the then Church 
Wardens. They were all returned to the new 
Minister excepting one. That one 1 have never 
seen. It is worse that nonesense to Say it is 
lost.” 

Robert Geldart. William Battersby. Thos. 
Thompson. John Hunter. 

William Cranke. W. Battersby. John Stable. 
Thos. Butler. 

William Cranke Esq: . William Battersby. John 
Stable. William Russel. 


1845 & 1846. William Cranke Esq: . Mr. William 


Battersby. John Stable. George Braithwaite. 
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1847 to 1850. James Ashburner, of Bardsea. Jos. 
Ormandy. Wm. Battersby. John Bentham. 


1851 to 1853. William Battersby. John Bentham. 
James Ashburner. Matthew Stable. 


1854. W. Battersby. John Bentham. Matthew Stable. 
George Simpson. 


1855. William Battersby. John Bentham. Matthew 
Stable. Adam Woodburn of Bardsea. 


1856 to 1858. Vicar.—Matthew Stable. & Adam 
Woodburn. Parish.—Wm. Battersby & John 

4 Bentham. 

1859 to 1862. William Battersby. John Bentham. 
Adam Woodburn. William Butler. 


1863 & 1864. Messrs Bentham, Butler, Ashburner, 
Woodburn. 

1865. Vicar.—Messrs Wm Butler & A. Woodburn. 
Ratepayers.—Messers Ashburner & John 
Bentham. 

1866 & 1867. V:—Messers Butler & Martin, R-prs.— 
Messers Ashburner & Bentham. 


1868. V:—Messers Bentham & Ashburner. Pars: 
Messers Butler & Martin 


1869. Vi:—Messers Martin & Butler. Pars:—Messers 
Ashburner & Bentham. 


1870 & 1871. Vr:—Messers Bentham & Martin. Prs:— 
Messers Ashburner & Cranke. 


1872 to 1878. Vr:—Messers Cranke & Bentham. Prs: 
Messers Martin & Thompson of Stainton. 


1879 to 1881. Vr:—M. J. Cranke M. U. John 
Thompson. S. Prs :—Capt: Hy: Smith. L. 
U. Wm Cooper Penny. B. 


1882 to 1885. Vr:—M. J. Cranke. John Thompson. 
Prs:—Mr R. Neale. G. U. W. C. Penny B. 
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1886 & 1887. Vr. M. J. Cranke M. U. John Thompson. 
S. Parsh. R. Neale & E. Knowles 


1888. Vr. M. J. Cranke & John Thompson. Parsh. 
R. Neale & T. F. Butler. 

1889 & 1890. M. J. Cranke, G. Butler, R. Neale, 
F. Rawlinson. 

1891 to 1893. M.J.Cranke, G. Butler, J. P. Brockbank, 
F. Rawlinson. 

1894. M.J. Cranke, G. Butler, Wm. Butler, Henry 
Postlethwaite. 

1895 & 1896. M. J. Cranke, G. Butler, W. G. Butler, 


T. E. Hockin. 

1897. M. J. Cranke, G. Butler, Wm. Butler, Robt. 
Coward. 

1898. M. J. Cranke, G. Butler, W. G. Butler, Wm. 
Allonby. 


1899 & 1900. M. J. Cranke, John Inman, W, G. 
Butler, W. Allonby. 


1go1 to 1906. M. J. Cranke, J. Inman, John Dobson, 
Wm. Allonby. 


James Atkinson, Caxton Printing Works, Ulverston. 
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